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Fluids play a major role for production machinery and serve for very different tasks as lubricating,
tempering, cleaning, transmitting force and energy. Due to maintenance requirements and the
environmental impact their utilization is under discussion and alternatives are looked for. In this paper an
overview of the latest research activities in the ﬁeld of ﬂuid elements in machine tools is presented. The
topic of the paper includes an overview of the ﬂuids used in machine tools, the usage of ﬂuidic elements,
supply and treatment units, and their inﬂuence on machine tools performance. A link to ﬂuid media on
energy efﬁciency is given. Research challenges in order to increase the performance of machine tools are
discussed. The paper excludes metal working ﬂuids, which have been treated in Brinksmeier et al. [33].
© 2017 Published by Elsevier Ltd on behalf of CIRP.
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1. Introduction
Fluid elements are used in machine tools for many and very
different applications as lubricating, tempering, cleaning, transmitting force and energy, sealing, and ﬁre extinguishing with
vulnerable devices. In general ﬂuids are supplied in circuits
through the machine tool, which can be subdivided in:








pneumatic circuits, often designed as open loop circuits,
hydraulic circuits,
lubrication circuits,
process ﬂuid circuits,
cooling or tempering circuits,
cleaning circuits, and
ﬂuidic circuits used for special applications.

Fluids in machine tools are enabler for the main process as for
example in hydraulic presses and electric discharge machine tools.
Beside this ﬂuidic media are required to perform many of the
auxiliary tasks on machine tools. The ﬂuids used in machine tools
are as widespread as the tasks they have to fulﬁll and thus different
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are their physical and chemical properties. Pure media are rarely
used. Usually the used ﬂuids consist of one main component which
is mixed with additives to adjust the chemical and physical
properties, to increase the performance and or to become an
eligible ﬂuid for fulﬁlling the task foreseen. In Fig. 1 an illustrative
example of ﬂuidic systems in a metal cutting machine tool is
shown. Here four ﬂuidic circuits are installed. Illustratively shown
is that each circuit is used for special tasks, having different
requirements to the ﬂuid.
In metal forming machine tools hydraulic circuits are often used
to perform force transmission as with pressurised ﬂuids high
forces can be exerted in limited spaces. In Fig. 2 the hydraulic
circuit of a deep drawing press is illustrated.
Fluidic elements are further used to increase the performance
of machine tools and the process. Metal working ﬂuids are not
considered in this paper as an overview is given in Ref.
[33]. Precision machine tools are equipped with aero- and
hydrostatic guideways due to their low friction and excellent
damping.
For layout of ﬂuidic circuit, computational ﬂuid dynamics (CFD)
is used frequently. Solving the Navier–Stokes equations in space
and time discretised models is still costly. Therefore, often just
single isolated ﬂuidic machine elements are considered in
computations. Meta models developed, both derived from detailed
computation models and from measurements, describing the
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in Section 4. In Section 5 the inﬂuence of ﬂuids on machine tools is
investigated. The research activities in the ﬁeld of energy efﬁciency
and thermal behaviour of machine tools are presented in Section
6. With a conclusion and outlook of open issues and future research
activities the paper closes.
2. Types of ﬂuidic media for machine tools
The different types of ﬂuidic media used in machine tools
depend on their applications and functions. Also non supported
ﬂuids, like the environmental air, are inﬂuencing the performance
of machine tools. The base ﬂuids are usually treated before usage in
machine tools, e.g. compressed air is dried and ﬁltered or oil is
added for lubrication means. The media in machine tool
applications can be gaseous or liquids, which is not a unique
classiﬁcation as some ﬂuids change their state of aggregation
during usage, e.g. liquids in heat pipes.
2.1. Base ﬂuids
Fig. 1. Simpliﬁed representation of the relevant ﬂuid power systems in a milling
centre [101,242].

[451_TD$IF]Fig. 2. Simpliﬁed hydraulic circuit diagram of a hydraulic deep drawing press with
tool, according to Ref. [71].

behaviour of the ﬂuidic machine elements in their interaction with
the surrounding machine tool structure. Fluid elements are further
discussed in specialized machine tool topics by:






Bryan [34]: International status of thermal error research,
Neugebauer et al. [181]: Mechatronic systems for machine tools,
Abele et al. [2]: Machine tool spindle units,
Altintas et al. [8]: Machine tool feed drives,
Duﬂou et al. [65]: Towards energy and resource efﬁcient
manufacturing: a processes and systems approach,
 Mayr et al. [166]: Thermal issues in machine tools,
 Brinksmeier et al. [33]: Metalworking ﬂuids-mechanism and
performance,
 Möhring et al. [172]: Materials in machine tool structures.
With the upcoming discussions on energy efﬁciency of machine
tools in the early 21st century, the lossy ﬂuid elements of machine
tools became regarded as critical. Therefore researchers think
about replacing ﬂuid elements in machine tools increasingly by
more energy efﬁcient elements.
Especially the inﬂuence of the environment is crucial. On one
hand the environment itself, e.g. temperature ﬂuctuations, dust,
mist etc., inﬂuences the performance of ﬂuid elements on machine
tools and on the other hand the environment is inﬂuenced by ﬂuids
from the machine tool, e.g. by leakage, by oil mist, by aerosols used
for cooling and lubricating means.
In Section 2 of this paper ﬂuids used on machine tools are
discussed. Their chemical and physical properties are presented.
Section 3 gives an overview of the applications and function of
ﬂuids. The supply of ﬂuidic media and their treatment is discussed

Base ﬂuids in machine tools are mineral oils, synthetic oils,
esters, biodegradable oils, and water. Leaks in the hydraulic system
cause intermixture of the hydraulic oil with the cutting ﬂuid. It is
therefore important that the different media used in the machine
tool are compatible. The hydraulic oil and the cutting ﬂuid have to
be compatible to avoid a short term replacement of the metal
working ﬂuid due to contamination or even vice versa. In Ref. [156]
it is reported that due to leakage up to four times a year the volume
of the hydraulic oil enters the cutting ﬂuid circuit.
The hydraulic oil circuit in some machine tool applications is
further used for lubrication means e.g. for the guideways. The
measures in reducing the amount of media in machine tool, to
reduce the circuit auxiliary units like ﬁlters and pumps, is often
limited by extreme requirements on the ﬂuid. In milling machines
horizontal guideways are often lubricated with G 68 and HG 68
[125] slideway oils. For inclined and vertical axes guideways G
220 and HG 220 slideway oils are commonly used. In roller guide
ways also grease is often used for lubrication. Common used grease
in machine tool applications are of K2K class [156] in accordance to
Ref. [54]. To guideway lubrication oils often anti-sticking additives,
such as extreme pressure (EP) additives, and anti-wear additives
(AW) are added.
The largest volumetric amount of ﬂuids used in machine tool
applications, apart from metalworking ﬂuids, are hydraulic ﬂuids,
followed by guideway oils and gear oils. An investigation on
hydraulic systems of machine tools in 1995 [156] in Germany
showed that the working pressure range of 80% of all machines is
between 50 and 100 bar. The relatively low pressure in hydraulic
systems of metal cutting machine tools is installed to avoid chatter
marks occurred by circuit vibration caused by the compressibility of
the ﬂuid at higher pressure. The hydraulic system of 13% of the
investigated machine tools work in the range between 100 and
150 bar and just 7% work in higher pressure ranges. The investigation
further shows that two types of hydraulic oils with viscosity grades
of ISO VG 32 and 46 in accordance to Ref. [57] are dominant:
 HM, in accordance to EN ISO 6743-4 [56], which are oils with
additive to increase the corrosion protection, reducing aging and
avoid seizing in mixed operation. These oils are still often
described as HLP in accordance to Ref. [55]. H indicates
hydrostatic hydraulic systems, L stands for lubricants, industrial
oils and related products and P speciﬁes modiﬁcation with
extreme pressure additives.
 HLPD, which are oils with additives increasing the corrosion
protection, reducing aging and deterging features. HLPD is a nonstandardized common term. Compared to HLP ﬂuids HLPD are
oils with detergent/dispersant (DD) additives.
Hydraulic oils for machine tools are detergent and disperse oils
absorbing small amounts of waste and water and are not

K. Wegener et al. / CIRP Annals - Manufacturing Technology 66 (2017) 611–634

demulsifying [71]. The cleanliness of hydraulic ﬂuids used in
machine tools should be between 15/11 and 17/13 [156] according
to ISO 4406:1999 [123]. Here the ﬁrst scale number indicates the
range of particles equal to or larger than 4 mm/ml ﬂuid. The second
scale number indicates the range of particles equal to or larger than
6 mm/ml ﬂuid. A third scale number can be attached indicating the
range of particles equal to or larger than 14 mm/ml ﬂuid. As the
individual environmental conditions, such as dust, temperature,
moisture and so on, in shop ﬂoors inﬂuence the hydraulic oil, the
hydraulic ﬂuids should be chosen by the individual environmental
condition of the customer [62]. This requires that machine tool
manufacturers have to take into account the conditions at the
customers shop ﬂoor when choosing the ﬂuids for the hydraulic
circuits. Some hydraulic ﬂuids are irritating skin and/or eyes
[198]. But there is still less information given how hydraulic ﬂuids
affect the health of the users. There are some legal restrictions to
some additives and type of oils. Nevertheless machine tool
manufacturers, customers as well as the users themselves should
take into account that leakage oil can be toxic and protection
equipment should be available on-site. The future type of hydraulic
oils should be non-toxic, biodegradable and environmentally
friendly [233].
Spindle bearings are oil injection, oil bath and oil mist
lubricated. Usually low viscosity oils of ISO VG5-22 are used
[156]. The spindle oils of class FD and FC in accordance to Ref. [126]
are often added with EP, AW and anti-oxidation additives. As the
spindle lubrication for high speed spindles is often of total loss, the
used oils must be compatible to the used cutting ﬂuid on the
machine tool. For lower rotational speeds also permanently
lubricated bearings, containing grease, are used.
Oil is suitable for many applications in machine tools. There are
some limitations which require an exchange of the oil ﬂuid to other
ﬂuids. For the hydraulic drive of small and medium sized extrusion
presses usually oil is used, while large extrusion presses due to the
high amount of ﬂuid needed are often driven by oil/water mixtures
[229]. For high temperature applications hydrolubes, water–glycol
hydraulic ﬂuids, are suitable as these ﬂuids are ﬁre resistant
[228]. Low viscosity lubricants, e.g. water and refrigerants, are used
in machine tools for hydrodynamic lubrication of high speed
spindles and sliding bearings [2,235].
Water has higher heat capacity and thermal conductivity
compared to the most oil based heat transfer ﬂuids. Water in
machine tools is in almost all applications used in closed circuits.
Water is often used as water–glycol mixture, having a better anticorrosion ability enlarging time intervals between maintenance.
The main and traditional application of water in machine tools is
tempering of machine tool components. Due to its heat transfer
capabilities, water cooling reduces the thermal error of machine
tool components, compared to cooling with oil, light oil or cutting
oil [251]. Water is further suggested as ﬂuid for hydrostatic
bearings in machine tools as it is not polluting the environment
[91]. Also for applications in the semiconductor industry water is a
suitable bearing ﬂuid [179]. Oils are usually banned or not allowed
to be used in such applications.
Estimated is that due to total loss applications, volatility,
leakage or mischance, approximately 50% of all lubricants sold
worldwide end up in the environment [205]. Almost all lubricants
used today in machine tool applications are still mineral oil based,
having a low biodegradability. Biodegradable lubricants made of
natural and synthetic esters are biodegradable [240]. Such
lubricants are more and more used in applications for machine
tools. Hydraulic ﬂuids which are biodegradable are also considered
in standards as DIN EN ISO 6743-4:2015 [56]. The market share of
biodegradable lubricants from renewable sources is growing, for
hydraulic ﬂuids the estimated growing per annum is about 25%–
75% [205]. In 2006 the market share of these lubricants in Germany
was 15%, while in France and the UK in the same year the market
share was below 0.5%. Some biodegradable oils such as rubber seed
oil, which is well available [133], are non-edible oils and can be
used in machine tools. Further advantages of biodegradable plant
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based ﬂuids compared to mineral oil based ﬂuids are according to
[205]:
 Good tribological properties due to surface wettability, esters
stick well to metallic surfaces,
 Low friction coefﬁcients,
 Low evaporation, up to 20% less than mineral oils,
 Higher viscosity index,
 High ﬂashpoint,
 Low water pollution classiﬁcation.
Detrimental properties are [205]:
 Less thermal stability,
 More sensitive to hydrolysis,
 More sensitive to oxidative attack.
For hydraulic systems, major factors for deterioration of
mechanical properties are heat, friction, aging behavior and
contamination of the hydraulic oil [233]. Additives are often not
biodegradable and toxic and thus detrimental for these ﬂuids.
Usually the amount of additives in biodegradable hydraulic oils is
up to 2%, but can reach 30% for some transmission oils [205].
Ester oils tend to polymerisation and hydrolysis, what limits
their lifetime and therefore the range of application in machine
tools. Both effects are known as aging of ester oils. Aging by
hydrolysis is the inclusion of H2O, leading to decomposition of the
ester oil in alcohol and a second by-product. The decomposition of
oils and ester oils in alcoholic compounds causes olfactory
pollution to the working environment and hydrolysis is increased.
Carbodiimides are reducing the hydrolysis of ester bonds by
binding the water and producing fatty acids [205].
Polymerization of ester oils is enforced by ultraviolet light and
oxygen. Ester oils consist of saturated and unsaturated ester oils. In
general the majority in ester oils are unsaturated compounds.
Whereas in synthetic ester oils the majority are saturated
compounds. The iodine value, a number giving the amount of
unsaturated fatty acids, is used to evaluate the composition of ester
oils. The higher it is, the higher the amounts of unsaturated ester
oils, and the higher the tendency to polymerisation.
The Rancimat testing is a method for accelerated aging of oils
measuring the tendency to polymerization. Different ester oils can
easily be compared. At evaluation temperature air is passed
through the reaction cell. In this process oxidation of the fatty acids
of the oil is accelerated. The reaction products formed are
transported by the air stream into the measuring chamber, which
is ﬁlled with deionized water. The electrical conductivity of the
solution in the measuring cell is increased by the absorbed reaction
products. In Fig. 3 a typical measuring curve of a Rancimat
oxidation test over a 24 h measurement is shown. The measuring
curve illustrates the lifetime of typical ester oils. The conductivity
slightly increases more or less linear until secondary reaction
products are detected. This measuring time is called induction
period or induction time. If secondary reaction products are
detected the decomposition of the ester oil started.
Machine tool manufacturers and users can reduce the
polymerization of ester oils by the composition of the base ester
oil. Diversiﬁed are synthetic and natural oils as well as unsaturated
and saturated oils. By adding anti-oxidation additives, the life time

[452_TD$IF]Fig. 3. Data evaluation of Rancimat testing, conductivity after 24 h at 200  C
[BlaserSwisslube].
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of ester oils can be increased. These additives are consumed over
time and have to be reﬁlled.
2.2. Additives for oil based machine tool ﬂuids
Commonly used additives are antioxidants, demulsiﬁers, AW
additives, HP additives and additives for pour point depression.
Adding anti-corrosion additives to metalworking ﬂuids avoid
corrosion, as long as the concentration of additives is high enough
[188]. Often used additives are given in Table 1.
[498_TD$IF]Table 1
Commonly used additives and their water pollution class [205].
[49_TD$IF]Additive

Compound

Water pollution
classa

Antioxidants

Butylhydroxytoluol and
other phenols
Alkylsubstituted
diphenylamines

1

Deactivators for Cu, Zn etc.

Benzotriazoles

2

Corrosion inhibitors

Ester sulfonates
Succinic acid esters

1
1

Anti-wear additives

Zn dithiophosphate

2–3

Pour point depressants

Malan styrene copolymers
Polymethacrylates

NI
NI

Hydrolysis protection

Carbodiimides

NI

1

a

0: no danger; 1: little danger; 2: danger; 3: strongly endangering; NI: not
identiﬁed.

2.3. Gases
The common used gas in machine tool applications is
compressed air for bearing, pneumatics, and sealing applications.
In former days halon systems have often been used for ﬁre
extinguishing in manufacturing machines. These systems can still
be found in machine tool applications especially in older machine
tools. Because chloroﬂuorocarbon (CFC) damage the ozonosphere,
halon ﬁre extinguishing is prohibited in almost all industrialized
countries. Today’s extinguishing systems in machine tools work with
the principle of suffocation. Inert gases such as argon, nitrogen or
carbon dioxide are used. Especially carbon dioxide for the usage in
machine tools is critical as some light metals also burn in carbon
dioxide environment. It is further reported that nitrogen can react
with burning metals [170]. A newer development is an aerosol
containing potassium compounds. The aerosol chemical interferes
with the free radicals of the ﬂame, extinguishing the ﬁre [137].

adding 4% vol. SiC nanoparticles or 9.99% TiO2 nanoparticles. The
heat transfer coefﬁcient is enhanced, when adding nanoparticles in
pure water. When using nanoﬂuids for cooling electronic devices, it
has been investigated, that the required pumping power is higher,
when using TiO2-water instead of SiC-water, both with the same
volume amount of particles and the ﬂuid speed [115]. It can be
traced back to the higher pressure drop down when using TiO2water. As the heat capacity of the SiC-water, with the same volume
amount of nanoparticles, is higher it is an illustrative example that
also by choosing a suitable ﬂuid the efﬁciency of machine tools
cooling system can be further enhanced. Electrorheological ﬂuids
(ERF) are colloidal suspension, whose apparent viscosity is variable
in response to the strength of an electric ﬁeld. In Ref. [10] the
application of ERF and in Refs. [87,88] the application of magnetorheological ﬂuids (MRF) for ﬁlm dampers in machine tools is
proposed.
Common coolants react sensitive on heat input, i.e. the ﬂuid
temperature raises proportionally to the heat input. This is a
challenge for applications with homogeneous temperature
requirements. New approaches aim to exploit the latent heat
capacity of phase change dispersions (PCD). PCDs consist of
droplets of a phase change material (PCM) dispersed in an outer
phase, e.g. water. The PCM is designed to have a phase change at
the desired temperature. Hence, the thermal energy absorbed by
the ﬂuid leads to a phase change instead of a temperature raise. As
discussed in Ref. [72], the challenge to be addressed is to enable the
required melting temperature, sub-cooling temperature and PCD
stability. The hysteresis between melting temperature and subcooling temperature is visualized in Fig. 4. Due to the chemical
properties and different sizes of the polymer-chains of the used
PCMs, the phase change takes place at a temperature region. If the
phase change is reversed, i.e. the PCD is cooled down, the freezing
of the PCM droplets requires a lower temperature than for the
melting. This process is called sub-cooling and can be reduced by
the addition of crystal nuclei.

[453_TD$IF]Fig. 4. Model based Phase Change Material (PCM, parafﬁn) concentration
optimisation and hysteresis between melting and sub-cooling temperatures of
PCM [265,266].

2.4. Special media for machine tools
In general, heat transfer mechanisms acting also in machine
tools are radiation, conduction and convection [34,166]. At the end
of the heat transfer chain the machine tool components react with
some ﬂuid, mostly the environmental air. Controlled tempering of
machine tool elements is realised in closed and open circuits. In ISO
6743-12:1989 [124], oil based and synthetic heat transfer ﬂuids for
machine tool applications are classiﬁed. Often tempered cutting
ﬂuids are used to control the temperature of machine tool
elements e.g. by ﬂushing the bed, requiring a higher demand on
cutting ﬂuid supplied to the machine tool.
Working ﬂuids in heat pipes mentioned in literature are: water,
distilled water [258], alcohol, liquid nitrogen, liquid helium, alkali
metals [132], graphene water nanoﬂuid [225] and 1-chloro-1,1diﬂuoroethane (R-142b), C2H3ClF2 used for a pulsating heat pipe
[190]. Heat pipes are used for heat exchange in a wide range of
operating temperatures, from low (100 K) to very high (2700 K).
Suspensions of nanoparticles in a base ﬂuid are called
nanoﬂuids. The thermal conductivity of water can be increased
by adding nanoparticles such as SiC, TiO2, or Al2O3. According to
Ref. [115] the thermal conductivity is enhanced by 12.44% when

The technical implementation for a PCD based cooling requires
additional devices for redispersion and thermal reconditioning
[246]. The redispersion aims for a homogenization of the PCM
droplet size, which is related to the stability of the PCD. The
thermal conditioning is challenged by the required sub-cooling,
which requires a series of heat exchanger and cooling and heating
elements as the sub-cooling temperature is below the melting
temperature of the ﬂuid. Adding of PCM droplets has also a
signiﬁcant inﬂuence to the viscosity of the resulting PCD, resulting in
signiﬁcantly increased pressure loss and reduced heat transfer in the
cooling channel. The latter will increase the temperature difference
between the ﬂuid and the cooled structure; the ﬁrst will reduce the
throughput. Hence, model based optimization procedure, as
presented in Refs. [265,266], are required to optimize the cooling
channel geometry, as well as the PCM concentration in the PCD.
2.5. Standards for ﬂuidic media for machine tools
Liquids and gases are used to transmit forces and power in
machine tool application. Liquid ﬂuids for these applications are
mineral and synthetic oils, esters and water. EN ISO 6743-4 [56] in
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combination with ISO 11158 [120], ISO 15380 [122] and ISO 12922
[121] classiﬁes applications of liquids in hydraulic systems. In Refs.
[56,121] it is mentioned that besides pure liquids often mixtures
are used to fulﬁl certain requirements, e.g. concerning inﬂammability. Especially, in warm environmental conditions, e.g. hot
forming, hydraulic media are exposed to danger of ignition. Even in
closed hydraulic circuits it is necessary to use classiﬁed according
to Ref. [56].
3. Application and functions of ﬂuid elements
The applications of ﬂuid elements in machine tools can be
subdivided by the tasks fulﬁlled. Fluid elements are used for







tempering of machine tool components,
bearing of rotatory and translatory axes and spindles,
force and power transmission,
lubrication of machine tool elements,
shock absorbing ﬂuid elements, and
hydroforming.

3.1. Tempering of machine tool components
Fluid elements are frequently used in machine tool design for
tempering components as thermal inﬂuences induce geometric
errors and deteriorate the accuracy of machine tools [34,166]. Cooling of machine tool components is necessary if they are thermally
loaded by heat losses to prevent thermal damages. Cooling devices
in machine tools are designed as heat exchangers, where any ﬂuid
transports the heat to usually a chiller unit or in case of air cooling
to the environmental air around the machine tool or inside the
machine tool’s enclosure. Especially small spindles for micro
milling machine tools often use air cooling instead of liquid
cooling, even if the heat capacity of air is lower compared to liquids
with cooling channels of the same size [44]. If high power densities
in electric machines shall be realised water cooling instead of air
cooling becomes necessary as water cooling is more effective [138].
Spindles are one of the largest thermal error sources of machine
tools, as spindles usually react thermally faster than the large
structural machine components. The thermal behaviour of
machine tool spindles can be largely inﬂuenced by convective
heat transfer to the spindle cooling system and the ambient air.
Therefore many investigations on machine tool spindle cooling
system improvements can be found in literature [63]. Both the heat
transfer to the spindle cooling system and the ambient air can be
optimized to increase the precision of the machine tool, by
reducing thermal errors of the main spindle. In Fig. 5 typical
geometries of cooling channels used for cooling the stator of main
spindle in machine tools are shown. When computing the spindles
thermal errors ﬂuidic computations have to be coupled with
thermo-mechanical computations. A common way to reduce the
computation cost is implementing ﬂuidic inﬂuences as boundary
conditions to thermo-mechanical computations. In Ref. [41] helical
water cooling channels for a built-in motorized high-speed spindle
are numerically investigated and compared to experimental
results. By regression analysis the correlation between the Nusselt
number (Nu) and the Reynolds number (Re) is obtained for this

[45_TD$IF]Fig. 5. Examples of ﬂow geometries within the stator cooling sleeve of main
spindles [241].
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case. The Nusselt number becomes:
Nu ¼ 4:63Re0:184 ; for 5104 < Re < 1:5105

ð1Þ

In Ref. [83] a lumped-parameter thermal network model is used to
improve the cooling device of electric machines. The results are
compared to detailed Finite Element Method (FEM) computations
and experimental results and an excellent ﬁt could be achieved. By
optimisation methods using this model a reduction of about 40% of
the maximum hot-spot temperature has been achieved. The example
shows that even with simpliﬁed models with low computational cost
cooled machine tool components such as motor spindles can be
improved. A fractal tree-like channel network for motorised spindles
is investigated numerically in Ref. [249]. Compared to helical cooling
channels of spindles the fracal tree-like channel network has several
advantages. The temperature ﬁeld becomes more uniform, the
pressure drop is lower and the coefﬁcient of performance (COP) being
the total heat transfer rate of the ﬂuid ﬂow divided by the required
pumping power, becomes larger than two [249]. Such design
measures and optimisation procedures should also be used for
increasing the energy efﬁciency of cooling devices.
In Refs. [265,266], a model assisted design optimisation for
machine tool spindle cooling systems is presented. The approach
consists of four steps. First the heat sources, such as electric drive,
bearings, or the air gap, are identiﬁed and their losses are
computed based on parametric macro models. From the computations the cooling demand and the boundary conditions are derived.
In the second step efﬁcient evaluation of the designed cooling
concepts and duct routing is performed by empirical models. In the
third step the design is evaluated and iteratively optimised using
computational ﬂuid dynamics (CFD). In the fourth step the
computations are validated using the physical prototype. In
Fig. 6 the procedure is illustrated and an example of an optimised
cooling system is shown.
The cooling ﬂuid circuit design largely affect the accuracy of
machine tools. In Fig. 7 left the positioning error of a cooled linear
axis is shown [112]. The positioning error is affected by “over
cooling” the linear axes, as the machine tool uses one cooling
circuit for all tempered components and the feed system is the ﬁrst
in view of the ﬂow. In Ref. [112] a model developed by computing
the amount of heat generated in the feed drive system using
thermal transfer functions is presented. The model is used for
adaptive control of the cooling circuit. The signiﬁcant reduction of
thermal positioning errors induced by the feed drive is illustrated
in Fig. 7. Decreasing the electric energy consumption of the cooling
system is observed as an important by-product of adaptive control
of the ﬂuid cooling system.

[45_TD$IF]Fig. 6. Model assisted design and optimization of a spindle cooling system
[265,266].
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[456_TD$IF]Fig. 7. Positioning error of a cooled linear axis, left: with one cooling circuit the
system is “over-cooled”, right: positioning error reduction with adaptive control of
the cooling circuit [112].

The positioning errors due to thermal expansion of linear feed
drives are usually compensated using linear measurement
systems. The heat generated by the feed drive system migrates
into surrounding structure which causes thermal deformation of
other machine tool components. Application of preloaded bearings
potentially causes thermal variations [111]. A ﬂuid cooling of a
thread shaft is a common solution to prevent negative thermal
effects of ball screws nowadays. In Ref. [111], a model predicting
the thermo-mechanical state of a cooled ball screw feed drive
system, taking into account transient heat sources in bearings, is
presented. The heat sources in the bearings are non-stationary as
the coupling between the generated friction heat and the screw
shaft axial force changes by thermal deformation. A closed loop
FEM model of a cooled ball screw drive, shown in Fig. 8, is used
together with experiments on a prototype machine tool in order to
avoid failure of the ball screw system due to implied thermal
stresses.
The programmed loop consisting of thermal analysis followed
by structural analysis is illustrated in Fig. 8. The heat losses in the
bearings are updated in accordance to the current thermomechanical state. In Fig. 9 a comparison between measured and
computed temperatures along the ball screw at different times
using the machine tool axis are shown.
Instead of cooling the shaft of ball screws, tempering the nut
leads to comparable results in reducing the temperature rise and
the resulting thermal errors. A ball screw nut cooling system is
analysed numerically in [164,165]. The model shows that 97% of
the heat generated by the ball screw can be conducted through the
nut into the coolant. In Ref. [171] different cooling concepts of ball
screws are analysed. It is shown that nut cooling achieves a higher
cooling capability than shaft cooling, Fig. 10 [171].
A developed phenomenological grey-box model is used for
thermal error compensation of 5-axis machine by [86]. The model
is capable to compensate thermal errors induced by rotatory axis
using the axis power or the axis speed, both read out of the
machine tool control, as input parameters, for computing the

[457_TD$IF]Fig. 8. Scheme of the simulation loop consisting of thermal analysis followed by
structural analysis [111].

[458_TD$IF]Fig. 9. FEM model veriﬁcation – temperatures along the screw shaft; full lines:
computation; dots: measurements [111].

[459_TD$IF]Fig. 10. Temperature increase of ball screw shaft at 200 mm nut stroke [171].

[460_TD$IF]Fig. 11. Thermal position and orientation errors measured on compensated machine
tool; top: uncompensated thermal errors; bottom: compensated thermal errors [163].

arising thermal errors. In [85] it is shown that the cooling power of
the investigated machine tool is related to the axes power
consumption. The phenomenological grey-box model is used in
this machine to compensate the thermal errors of the rotatory and
swivelling axis by using the cooling power as heat input, Fig. 11
[163,167]. It is shown that more than 90% of the arising thermal
errors can be compensated with the cooling power information.
The model is extended also to compensate the environmental
temperature change inﬂuences [168] and cutting ﬂuid inﬂuences
by temperature measurement information [162].
Heat pipes are investigated concerning their usage for cooling
machine tool spindles. They have a special channel design
accompanied to a suitable ﬂuid and are designed to increase the
heat transfer between two ends of the heat pipe. These ﬂuid
elements have a four step working cycle. In the ﬁrst step the liquid
ﬂuid used in the heat pipe is evaporated in the heat pipes
evaporation zone by local heat sources. In the second step the
evaporated ﬂuid ﬂows to the condensation zone of the heat pipe.
The vapour ﬂow is often through the core of the heat pipe. In the
third step the evaporated ﬂuid condensates by cooling the
condensation zone of the heat pipe. The fourth step is the liquid
ﬂuid ﬂow to the evaporation zone. The liquid ﬂow is often in
channels at the housing of the heat pipe, like a double pipe. In Ref.
[132] the use of heat pipes for cooling machine tool spindle
bearings are investigated. The heat pipe is arranged in the main
spindle shaft of a milling machine, transporting the heat arising in
the spindle bearings to the condensation zone. In the condensation
zone, the heat pipe is cooled by the surrounding air and by a water/
ice mixture. The experimental results show that almost no
difference in heat transfer from the milling head can be observed
when using the surrounding air for cooling the heat pipe in the
condensation zone, compared to no heat pipe in usage. When using
the water/ice mixture for cooling the heat pipe in the evaporation
zone, the effects become signiﬁcant. In Ref. [258] a heat pipe is
used repeating the four steps several times during one ﬂow cycle,
called pulsating heat pipe as the ﬂuid is changing its state of
aggregation several times in one ﬂow cycle. The pulsating heat pipe
is more effective in transferring heat compared to conventional
heat pipes. The pulsating heat pipe design is used to build a
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[461_TD$IF]Fig. 12. Schematic of the open loop pulsating heat pipe [258].

self-cooling tool for a dry cutting process. In Fig. 12 a pulsating heat
pipe is shown schematically.
Tempering ﬂuidic material in machine tools to desired values is
crucial for the thermal performance of machine tools. A neural
network is used to control the temperature changes of oil circuits
arising due to external load. The systems compressor driven by a
frequency converter controlled electric motor is controlled by the
model and experimentally evaluated [150]. In Ref. [196] the
temperature inside an air reservoir of a pneumatic system is
shown. The temperature changes between 30  C t over 100  C due
to expansion and compression of the air, supplied to the machine
tool, and the heat exchange with the environment.
Fluidic friction inﬂuences the ﬂuid temperature in machine
tools. The temperature rise in ﬂuidic bearings is computed by:

DT ¼

Pp þ Pf
crV_

ð2Þ

where Pp ¼ pV_ is the ﬂuidic power, p is the pressure and V is the
volume ﬂow of the ﬂuid, c is the speciﬁc heat of the ﬂuid and r is
the density of the ﬂuid. Pf is the mechanical power loss due to
frictional force and depend on the duct geometry. For a gap like in
hydrostatic bearings it can be computed by:
Pf ¼

2mu2

e

A

ð3Þ

with the dynamic viscosity of the ﬂuid m, the velocity of the
ﬂuid u in the gap of height e, and the gap area A. In Ref. [39] the heat
transfer between hydrostatic bearings and the adjacent machine
tools spindle components of a machine tool for precision
applications is computed with the assumptions:
 The depth of the pocket is much larger than the gap height. The
ﬂuidic velocity and gradients in the pocket are small, why the
temperature distribution of the ﬂuid within the pocket area is
assumed to be homogeneous. The wall temperature of the
bearing partners can therefore be seen to be equal to the bulk
temperature of the ﬂuid.
 In the gap area the ﬁlm height is low and therefore the
temperature gradient in the ﬂuid is assumed to be negligibly
small. Consequently, in the gap area, conductive heat transfer is
assumed and the wall temperature is assumed to be equal to the
ﬂuid temperature.
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becomes comparable to hydrostatic ones. Aerostatic bearings are
usually used in small and medium loaded precision machine tools
with highest rotational speeds, while hydrostatic bearings are used
in highly loaded precision machine tools [148].
With higher requirements to machine tools’ precision and/or
stiffness, the gap height of the ﬂuidic bearings has to be reduced.
With reduced gap height the guideway surfaces for hydrostatic and
aerostatic bearings have to be manufactured precise enough and
such that they are parallel under ﬂuid pressure. The waviness and
roughness of the guideway surfaces have further be reduced such
that the ﬂuid ﬁll can compensate motion errors.
Hydrostatic bearings are often used in machine tools due to
their capability for precision motion combined with high stiffness
and good damping behaviour. The relatively thick oil ﬁlm of
hydrostatic bearings enables low motion errors and a high load
capacity [210,239]. In Ref. [218], it is reported that the environmental conditions, such as the temperature, moisture, dust and
dirt, affect the hydrostatic bearing performance and also inﬂuence
their design and dimensions.
In Ref. [210] the pressure distribution in a hydrostatic bearing of
a rotatory guideway for a machine tool is optimised using a Finite
Differences approach. The pressure distribution in the chambers of
the rotatory bearing are computed as well as the bearing stiffness,
the guideway load capacity, and the damping coefﬁcient. The
computations are compared to test stand measurements, showing
good correlation [210]. The original design of the hydrostatic
bearing consists of ten chambers, with synchronous ﬂow dividers.
Its computed pressure distribution is shown in Fig. 13. The static
and dynamic performance of the guideway is improved by
modifying the chamber design. An optimum was found by a two
chamber set with optimised pocket and land design and nozzle
arrangements, shown in Fig. 14. In Fig. 15 the computed static and
dynamic properties of the guideway are shown. The stiffness of the
optimised design is much higher than of the reference guideway
and the ﬁlm thickness variation is lower, when applying additional
external force to the hydrostatic guideway.
A proper choice and design of ﬂuid ﬂow regulation systems is
the base for a successful application. The constant ﬂow regulation
is usually realised by a bypass controlled valve, excels with the
highest load carrying capacity, reasonable stiffness and lowest
overall energy consumption for the same hydraulic supply unit and

[462_TD$IF]Fig. 13. Geometric shape and pressure distribution of the referenced guideway for a
rotatory axis [210].

Both assumptions lead to the result, that the convective
conditions in the bearings are not considered when computing
the thermal error of the whole machine tool or main components
like spindles.
3.2. Bearing of rotatory and translatory axes and spindles
For precision machine tools hydrostatic and aerostatic bearings
are often used. Spindles with aerostatic bearings have, compared
to spindles with hydrostatic bearings, the advantage that their
thermal deformation is usually lower due to the cooling effect of
the expanding ﬂuid, while spindles with hydrostatic bearings
usually have a higher stiffness. Nevertheless, for high precision
applications, aerostatic bearing gaps for spindles with high
rotational speeds can be reduced in a way that the stiffness

[463_TD$IF]Fig. 14. Geometric shape and pressure distribution of the proposed guideway design
for a rotatory axis [210].

[46_TD$IF]Fig. 15. Computed static and dynamic properties of the reference guideway and the
proposed guideway design [210].
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hydrostatic pockets geometry compared to constant resistance
regulator or regulator based on membrane valve, e.g. progressive
ﬂow regulation (PM). A disadvantage of the constant ﬂow
regulation is the sensitivity of the throttling gap height and thus
the bypass pressure to the ﬂuid viscosity and thus temperature.
The constant resistance regulation using capillary tubes is able to
carry load up a gap height of zero, what is suitable for overload
control. Hydrostatic pocket stiffness can be improved by increasing
the capillary resistance and the supplied ﬂuid pressure. PM
controlled bearings have a high stiffness, good load carrying
capacity and low energy demand. However, with increasing
hydrostatic gap heights, the advantage of high stiffness is gradually
reduced. Below a certain gap height hydrostatics with PM control
loses its load carrying capacity. The working range of the hydrostatic
pocket with PM regulator is limited by the supply pressure.
The constant ﬂow control is suitable for large and less precise
machine tools with hydrostatics using gaps where high load carrying
capacity is anticipated. On the contrary, the PM control is suitable for
more precise machines with smaller gaps, where higher stiffness is
expected. The constant resistance regulation is an economic solution
allowing on-machine modiﬁcations of the system hydraulic
resistance [219]. Modern hydrostatic guideways are controlled by
electronic proportional ﬂow valves, which are able to compensate
load dependencies. In Refs. [158,159] an iterative approach to design
hydrostatic guideways, shown in Fig. 16 and taking into account an
interaction of the hydrostatic pockets with the compliant machine
tool structure is proposed. The method is based on coupling the
machine tool FEM model with a detailed nonlinear representation of
the hydrostatic pocket characteristics, thus allowing to predict the
machine tool structural deformation caused by the pressure
distribution on the hydrostatic guideways. The approach uses an
automated generation of load combinations, multi-objective
optimization for determining design parameters and a FEM model
for predicting structural deﬂections of the machine frame. The
proposed approach aims at ﬁnding suitable dimensions, locations
and number of hydrostatic pockets and a ﬂow regulator design in
order to maintain working gap height at any condition (Fig. 16).
Critical tilting of hydrostatic pockets and the guiding surface is
checked during the optimization procedure as well.
In Refs. [220,221], a detailed model of oil ﬂow over the land of a
hydrostatic pocket using extended Navier–Stokes equation is
presented. The model captures the effect of tilting on the load
capacity characteristics of hydrostatic guideways. The model
allows an evaluation of the tilt impact, what is caused by a
parallelism error of the guiding surfaces, on the load carrying
capacity and the determination of the hydrostatic pocket tilt limit
values in interaction with the compliant machine tool structure.
Usually, oil is used as medium for hydrostatic bearings.
However, the use of oil for lubrication results in a temperature
rise in high speed operation due to its high viscosity. Water
lubricated hydrostatic bearings reduce the effect. In Ref. [91] a
water-lubricated hydrostatic thrust bearing is presented for
precision machine tool applications. With membrane throttle, a

[465_TD$IF]Fig. 16. Iterative approach to hydrostatic guideways design taking into account the
interaction of the HS pockets with the compliant machine tool structure [158,159].

[46_TD$IF]Fig. 17. Water-lubricated hydrostatic conical bearing with spiral grooves for
increased stiffness [256].

high static stiffness of the water-lubricated bearing can be
achieved. It is recognised that with the water-lubricated bearing
the oriﬁce effect, what reduces the ﬂow rate at the inlet when
water is used as lubricant, affects the static characteristic strongly.
Slocum et al. [215] developed a hydrostatic bearing for precision
linear axis for machines using water based cutting ﬂuids or pure
water as hydrostatic ﬂuid. In Ref. [256] a water-lubricated
hydrostatic conical bearing is proposed. Spiral grooves, as shown
in Fig. 17, are integrated to increase the stability in high-speed
rotation by conveying ﬂuid into the centre. Water lubricated
hydrostatic bearings can reach high stiffness. In Ref. [180] a design
of a water lubricated hydrostatic spindle is proposed. The stiffness
of the developed thrust bearing reached 1 kN/mm. In Ref. [43] a
sintered porous ceramic material is applied to water lubricated
hydrostatic bearings in order to improve the guiding accuracy.
The oil ﬁlm slip at the gap walls has to be considered when
evaluating hydrostatic bearings in micro scale level [40]. Traditional
boundary models for ﬂuidic ﬂow assume that the ﬂuid velocity at the
wall is zero. In contrast, the slip model assumes as shown in Fig. 18
that there is a relative velocity vS of the ﬂuidic ﬂow at the walls. In
Fig. 18 the length b is called the slip height, being the distance
between the actual surface, with ﬂuid velocity at the wall, and the
assumed model surface with no ﬂuid velocity at the wall. In Ref. [40]
it is shown, that a modiﬁed Navier–Stokes equation can be used to
model the oil ﬁlm slip effects by setting the boundary conditions at
the wall to v = vS. The investigated hydrostatic bearing in a machine
tool spindle shows that with an oil slip length of 3 mm the stiffness of
the investigated axial bearing can be increased by 33%.
As analysing complex structures still requires high computational effort, simpliﬁed models are object of recent research
activities. In Ref. [144] the computational error of laminar ﬂow
hydrostatic bearings with round and square shaped pockets is
investigated. The ﬂow resistance in the bearing pad is evaluated
once using CFD simulations and once using a developed empirical
model derived from previously published models. Both models
show good correlation when evaluating bearings with round
pockets, while the errors of rectangular bearings are up to 15%. The
corner effects are not considered in the theoretic model. When
increasing the scope of the simulation, e.g. computing the
behaviour of complete machine tools, it is necessary that the
computational and modelling effort of single elements are kept
small. The example in Ref. [144] illustrates that for effective
computations it is still necessary to improve the accuracy of the
developed meta models.
Due to the demands in manufacturing there is still the
requirement for specialised ﬂuidic bearing design for manufacturing machines [239]. A hydrostatic bearing with a variable inherent
throttle with thin metal plate is presented in Ref. [199] as shown in
Fig. 19. According to the pressure difference on both sides, the thin

[467_TD$IF]Fig. 18. Schematic illustration of oil ﬁlm slip height [40].
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[468_TD$IF]Fig. 19. Structure of a variable inherent throttle within a hydrostatic bearing [199].
[471_TD$IF]Fig. 22. Principe of the StuderGuide1 [Studer AG].

[469_TD$IF]Fig. 20. Schematic of the test set-up of an actively controlled air bearing [7].

plate deforms elastically, adapting the bearing clearance. With the
design the dynamic stiffness is improved and the time response
reduced. Also active control of hydrostatic bearings is investigated.
The schematic of an active controlled air bearing is shown in
Fig. 20. The air bearing consists of a thin plate with a thicker
cylinder at its outer edge. A piezo-electrical actuator cause a rigid
body motion of the cylinder, consequently the conicity of the
bearing is changed. A capacitive type of displacement sensor is
mounted in the centre of the bearing, forming a thin gap around it,
which enables air supply to the pad. The result achieved with the
actively controlled air bearing is a higher dynamic stiffness [7].
Bang et al. [14] present an axial air bearing for high speed
spindles. With bearing material carbon ﬁbre reinforced plastics the
rotational inertia of the bearing can be reduced by about 50%
compared to stainless steel. Further, the thickness of the air bearing
should be reduced to minimise the centrifugal forces. Consequently
the air bearing support can no longer be seen as rigid and its
elasticity has to be considered when dimensioning the bearings ﬂuid
supply. Air bearings with grooves for ultra-precision machines have
been designed to combine aerostatic and aerodynamic design
principles. Helical grooves at the shaft or journal surface of the
bearing change the pressure distribution within the bearing,
improving the load capacity and stiffness. The grooves change the
velocity gradients in the bearing affecting the mechanism of whirl
instability, which causes excitation of vibrations [148].
For high precision applications in machining, air bearings are
usually applied to achieve the requirements of compactness and
high accuracy. The disadvantages are low damping abilities [136]
while high stiffness can be attained with small gap heights and low
compression volume [128]. In Ref. [51], a novel ﬂuidic drive for
micro machining is presented. In order to achieve a frictionless and
therefore high precision movement of the machine table, air
bearings are used. The stiffness of the setup is increased by
permanent magnets, which are pretensioning the air bearings, as
shown in Fig. 21 [51].
Studer AG, Thun Switzerland, combines hydrostatic bearings
and linear motors. The linear motors orthogonal force is used for
pretensioning the linear bearings. In Fig. 22 the combination of

[470_TD$IF]Fig. 21. Air bearing pretensioned by permanent magnet [51].

hydrodynamic and hydrostatic principles of the StuderGuide1 is
illustrated. A rolling guideway with a damping oil ﬁlm design is
presented in Ref. [236], as a combination of rolling and ﬂuidic
bearing. The damping oil ﬁlm has a ﬁxed height and is located
between the rolling guideways, dissipating vibration energy of the
system by oil ﬁlm squeezing [236].
The dynamic characteristics of machine tool table systems with
linear motion rolling element bearings are improved by using an
Electrorheological ﬂuid (ERF) ﬁlm damper, shown in Fig. 23
according to [10]. A high damping force is induced by increasing
the ERF viscosity when the table is being moved during machining
and the viscosity can be reduced when the table is being moved
rapidly, creating less viscous drag.
A new ERF-based method of varying the throttle used for
hydrostatic bearing systems is proposed in Ref. [10] and shown in
Fig. 24. The ERF is used as the lubricant instead of the hydraulic oil.
A pair of electrodes is formed between the spindle and the
hydrostatic thrust bearing. The positive electrode is built into the
circular pad of the bearing having an annular form, while the
spindle that supports the load is the negative electrode. The
apparent viscosity of the ERF between these electrodes quickly
increases when an electric ﬁeld is applied. The expected change in
the pressure distribution due to the ER effect is shown in Fig. 24.
An ERF with negative characteristic, which decreases its viscosity
with the application of an electric ﬁeld, is used as lubricant for
hydrostatic journal bearings in Ref. [22]. The transmitted vibratory
force caused by the imbalance of rotating parts to the base is
successfully suppressed with this active bearing.

[472_TD$IF]Fig. 23. Schematic ERF ﬁlm damper linear bearing and compliance force
dependence on the voltage applied [10].

[473_TD$IF]Fig. 24. Hydrostatic ERF thrust bearing and change of pressure distribution due to
electrorheological effects [10].

620

K. Wegener et al. / CIRP Annals - Manufacturing Technology 66 (2017) 611–634

 Sealing the machine element from liquid and solid contaminants
(grease lubrication),
 Damping the element’s acoustic emissions,
 Preventing corrosion.

[47_TD$IF]Fig. 25. Pressure distribution (a) and (b) and temperature distribution (c) and (d) for
a water lubricated thrust bearing, taking centrifugal forces into account. (a) and (c):
aligned conditions, (b) and (d): inclined conditions [235]. Ps: supply pressure; t:
eccentricity ratio what is the ratio of change in ﬁlm thickness Dh to the nominal ﬁlm
thickness h0; a: misalignment angle in XZ-plane; b: misalignment angle in YZplane.

Using ﬂuid bearings with low viscosity lubricants for high speed
rotating machine tools, the centrifugal effects on the ﬂuid ﬁlm
cannot be neglected. The centrifugal force can lead to pressure below
the vaporization pressure and induce lubricant cavitation for the
ﬂuid bearing [235]. A thermo-hydrodynamic model is developed to
compute the centrifugal effects where the centrifugal inertia
changing the situation in the pocket edges, as shown in Fig. 25(a)
and (c) by the sharp pressure drop at the downstream side.
Inclination of the axial bearings inﬂuences the pressure distribution
and temperature proﬁle of the ﬂuid as shown in Fig. 25(b) and (d).
Further it is investigated that the centrifugal inertia induces a radial
temperature rise in the ﬂuid. In Ref. [235] it is illustrated, that the
centrifugal forces reduce the stiffness and the damping coefﬁcients
of the hydrostatic water bearing, rotating with high rotational
speed due to the squeeze effect increased by the centrifugal force.
The behaviour of the thin oil ﬁlm directly inﬂuences the guiding
accuracy of hydrostatic guideways. The averaging effect of an oil
ﬁlm, which compensates the sensitivity of the gap height to
waviness and roughness of the sliding partners, is one of the key
factors. In Ref. [252], the mechanism of the error averaging effect of
hydrostatic guideways for ultra-precision grinding machines is
analysed. The inﬂuence of travelling speed of a hydrostatically
supported slider are usually today not taken into account in the
layout. The motion errors of hydrostatically supported tables are
affected not only by the geometric errors of guide rails but also by
the traveling speed of the table. In Ref. [238], the effect of the
traveling speed of a hydrostatically supported table is analysed
considering the ﬂuid compressibility and the squeeze ﬁlm effect. It
is shown that the speed inﬂuences the motion error of the table.
The inﬂuences of the table speed on the motion errors are smaller
at higher supply pressure.
3.3. Lubricating machine tool elements
Lubrication of machine elements is essential for the long-term
fulﬁlment of requirements on productivity, quality and resource
efﬁciency. The following section describes current developments
in the ﬁeld of lubrication of machine tool elements. After an
introduction to lubricating effects on sliding parts in general, the
chapter focuses on two essential machine tool elements, in
particular on feed axes with ball screw drives and roller bearings.
The main objective of lubrication is the separation of sliding
parts during movement, reducing friction and wear [21]. Reduction
of friction leads to a considerable increase of resource efﬁciency
[76]. So, prevention of wear and friction warrants long time
resource efﬁciency.
Tasks of the lubricant are according to [200]:
 Forming an elasto-hydrodynamic lubrication ﬁlm separating the
two sliding parts determining friction and wear,
 Distribution and conduction of heat (oil lubrication),

which shows, how secondary tasks are imposed on ﬂuids
intentionally supplied for a speciﬁc action. Within sliding parts
two main lubricants are used: Grease and oil. Oil is directly applied
into the contact zone of the sliding parts. Grease consists of oil and
additives within a carrier medium, e.g. metal soaps. Within the
elasto-hydrodynamic lubrication contact (EHD), the temperature
rises, allowing oil to separate from the carrier medium and
supplying the elasto-hydrodynamic lubrication ﬁlm. After temperature reduction the carrier medium absorbs the oil and stores it,
enabling future lubrication.
An advantage of oil lubrication is the conduction of heat from
the contact zone as well as the transport of solid contaminants.
Disadvantageous is the low viscosity of oil, leading to drainage
away the contact zone of bearings, ball screw drives or linear
guides, requiring highly sophisticated sealing concepts [21].
Grease on the other hand is speciﬁed by its consistency which
keeps it within the machine element. Therefore it supports the
sealing and avoid the entry of solid contaminations. By contrast, it
absorbs solid contaminations originating from internal wear of
sliding parts. Because of the grease’s consistency, the release of
internal solid contaminants is constrained, leading to higher wear
inside the contact zone of the sliding parts or requiring relubrication,
where the contaminated grease is pressed out of the contact area.
The general behaviour of sliding parts in combination with
lubricants is determined on one side by the viscosity and on the
other side by the relative velocity within the contact. The relation
between friction force and the velocity within the contact is
described by the Stribeck-Curve. Selection criteria for adequate
lubrication principles are, in accordance to [200]:





Operating conditions,
Type and size of the bearing or the linear guide,
Adjacent construction,
Lubrication supply.

Since the lubricant is often discharged out of the sliding parts
(bearing and linear guide), grease lubrication is less polluting for
adjacent elements since it sticks to the sliding parts and remains
within the applied area. In contrast, oil will be discharged even
through highly sophisticated sealing. For the selection of the
lubrication type the criteria from Table 2 may be considered.
In case of optimal operating conditions (absence of contamination), grease lubricated bearings can reach the service life without
relubrication [212]. In case of linear guides or ball screw drives the
grease is discharged out of the EHD. Also, these machine elements
are highly prone to contamination. Therefore, those machine
elements require relubrication.
High performance feed axes are essential components of
modern machine tools. In particular, the performance of feed axes
has a decisive impact on productivity, effecting both machining
Table 2
Criteria for the lubrication type [200].
[50_TD$IF]Grease

Oil

- Small effort for design of the
adjacent structure

- Good distribution of lubricant in
the elasto-hydrodynamic lubrication
contact (EHD)
- Heat reduction in EHD especially at
high rpm or velocities
- Flushing out of solid contaminants
- Very small friction losses at
minimized lubrication
- High efforts for adjacent structures
e.g. collectors required for leaking oil

- Seal effect of the grease
- Depot effect
- High service life at low
maintenance requirements
- No heat reduction by
the lubricant
- No ﬂushing out of solid
contaminants
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[475_TD$IF]Fig. 26. Inﬂuencing parameters on the behaviour of feed axes with ball screws [wbk
Karlsruhe].

time and the quality of the produced work piece. Ball screw drives
(BSDs) are still an important topic for international research,
because they extraordinarily inﬂuence the static and dynamic
behaviour of machine tools and in consequence the resourceefﬁciency and accuracy of production systems. Fig. 26 visualizes
relevant inﬂuencing parameters on the behaviour of feed axes with
ball screws, which can be clustered in the ﬁeld’s design,
production, operation and maintenance of BSDs.
While numerous features of BSDs, Fig. 26, from design and
production are already speciﬁed, especially the inﬂuences from
operation (e.g. load, revolution, contamination) can hardly be
predicted during the planning phase of new machine tools.
Therefore, appropriate maintenance, lubrication in particular, is
absolutely necessary to achieve high accuracy, resource-efﬁciency
and long lifetimes for BSDs under unpredictable operating
conditions over the machine tools whole lifecycle.
To reduce maintenance, it is expedient to focus on components
with a high risk of failure. Refs. [77,78] showed that, in machine
tools, feed axes have the highest risk of failure caused by wear.
During operation, BSD lubrication is important for decreasing
friction torque as it highly inﬂuences the estimated lifespan of the
feed axes and the positioning repeatability. The BSD properties are
also inﬂuenced by manufacturing uncertainties [79], what is
essential to take in consideration as individual BSD properties are
consequence of individual deviations in pitch errors of spindle and
nut, as well as discontinuous roundness, cylindricity, mounting
accuracy and the initial greasing. These evoke signiﬁcant deviations in achievable lifetimes due to resulting highly individual
wear behaviour.
Lubrication has a signiﬁcant inﬂuence on the lifetime of BSDs as
both too much and too little lubrication have a negative effect on
the expected lifetime [79]. In practice, grease-lubricated BSDs are
often supplied with a greater quantity of lubricant than actually
necessary. This is done in order to keep the relubrication intervals
low. This oversupply of lubricant results in an increase of the
friction torque due to churning losses, an increased resistance
against the rollers’ motion and early failure. Also, an undersupply
of lubricant leads to an increase of the friction torque and
consequently to early failure.
To remedy this deﬁcit the principle of adaptive lubrication of
BSDs was presented in Refs. [76,79]. Ref. [259] describes adaptive
lubrication as a system that allows to adapt, change, or modify the
lubrication mechanism as conditions change to provide the
lubricant and wear protection best suited to the system's current
needs. A lubrication system that takes the ball screw friction and
temperature into consideration is more beneﬁcial compared to a
system that uses manual or non-adaptive automated lubrication,
regarding the risk of over- or under-supplying the component. It is
still an open task for research to ﬁnd a control scheme for the
optimal supply and suitable amount of lubricants.
Fig. 27 visualizes the lubrication algorithm for continuous
comparison of measured and simulated values of BSD’s friction
torque, which is used for implementation of the principle of
adaptive lubrication. Adaptive lubrication compares simulated
optimal values of BSD’s friction torque and temperature with
measured real values. Based on online comparison, valid decisions
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[476_TD$IF]Fig. 27. Lubrication algorithm for continuous comparison of measured and
simulated values of ball screw friction torque [79].

for relubrication are calculated. Inputs for the algorithm are
measured torques from torque-sensing capsules and simulated
ideal friction torques for every individual BSD. In order to get a
reliable decision if lubrication is necessary, measured and
simulated values of ball screw friction torques are compared. If
the measured friction is lower than or equal to the ideal value, no
lubrication is necessary. If the measured friction exceeds the ideal
friction, the development of the ball screw’s temperature is
considered. This is done to prove, if the friction’s excess results
from common oscillation of inherent deviations, like thread lead,
or from a degradation of the lubrication. Increasing friction torque
signals with an increasing temperature signal can be interpreted as
an indicator for a degraded status of the actual lubrication. The
validated approach of adaptive lubrication for BSDs shows a
signiﬁcant enhancement of BSDs achievable lifetime which in [217]
is quantiﬁed to be 70% higher in comparison to conventional
lubrication strategies.
Lubricating machine tool elements to avoid unwanted wear and
to reduce friction forces is one of the main applications in machine
tools. To reduce the number of lubrication circuits in machine
tools, lubricating with oil in water emulsion is an important
development. In Ref. [143], the mixed-ﬁlm lubrication of rolling
elements are numerically investigated and compared to experimental results of Ref. [263]. When the rolling speed is high the
mixed-ﬁlm layer is adsorbed by two adsorbing layers (a in Fig. 28).
The ﬁlm thickness in the Hertzian contact zone increases with the
rotation speed and oil concentration. Is the rotation speed lower,
the two adsorbed layers merge together (b in Fig. 28). In this speed
region, the thickness of the adsorbed layer is inﬂuenced by the
rolling speed and the oil concentration signiﬁcantly (Fig. 29).
The temperature increase in high speed spindles can be
optimised to small increase of temperature by an optimal
combination of the temperature inﬂuencing factors with oil/air
lubrication. The ﬁve factors inﬂuencing the temperature increase
are according to Ref. [248] the viscosity of the oil, the length of the
tube that connects the distributor with the spindle, oil volume per
lubrication cycle, time between two lubrication cycles, and the air
pressure [248]. The temperature inﬂuences the oil ﬁlm’s abilities in
lubricated roller bearings. If the temperature is rising, the viscosity
of lubricant is reduced leading to a reduction of the oil ﬁlm
thickness between the bearing partners. Fig. 30 shows that an
increasing temperature at the inner and outer ring decreases
stiffness, damping coefﬁcient, and electrical resistivity of a roller

[47_TD$IF]Fig. 28. Mixed-ﬁlm models for lubrication with emulsions when adsorbed layers are
(a) separated and (b) merged [143].
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[478_TD$IF]Fig. 29. Numerical and experimental investigated ﬁlm thicknesses for different oil
concentrations [143].

[479_TD$IF]Fig. 30. Temperature (a), electrical resistivity (b), stiffness (c) and damping
coefﬁcient (d) of a roller bearing investigated during warm up with a rotational
speed of 1000 rpm [127].

bearing lubricated with lithium grease and mineral oil. Further
investigations show that when evaluating the roller bearing in
steady state temperature, the damping stays more or less constant
in speed ranges between 300 and 1500 rpm, although the
temperature is rising at higher rotational speed and the stiffness
of the bearing is decreasing. Also different to the warm up phase,
the evaluations in steady state show that the electrical resistivity is
rising with higher rotational speeds [127].
In terms of smart factory or industry 4.0, also the lubricants as
essential machine elements and their supply need to be monitored
to avoid and predict failure or vice versa predict the next required
maintenance. The ﬂuid contains much more information than used
today. Debris might be detected and analysed to reveal the point of
possible failure. Today, the supply in automatic lubrication systems
is dedicated to each individual lubrication point and monitored
such that a failure of oil supply by blockage in one individual
lubrication point shuts down the whole machine. Those enforced
lubrication systems can be built up by multi-duct systems or with
progressive distributors in mono-duct systems.
3.4. Force and power transmission
Hydraulic and pneumatic circuits in machine tools are often used
to transmit power and forces on moving elements. Examples are
given by hydraulic presses, lathes as well as clamping and centering
devices for workpieces and tools. Fluids are necessary to transmit
the required power for manufacturing, adjustment or clamping
operations. Following, important properties of ﬂuidic media, their
areas of application and speciﬁc requirements are described.
For the manipulation of tool positions hydrostatic drives are
often used. One example can be seen in Fig. 2. The shown hydraulic
circuit of a deep-drawing press consists of the electric drive, the

hydraulic pump, valves, lines, hydraulic accumulator and hydraulic
cylinders [59]. Furthermore, additional supply and ﬂuid treatment
elements e.g. ﬁlters and chillers are installed to enable a long term
stable operation (see also Section 4). Due to their high ﬂexibility,
high working capacity as well as controllability, hydraulic presses
are often favoured compared to spindle and mechanical presses.
Contrary to the classic structure of hydraulic press circuits, new
developments consider the use of decentralized and multi-drive
concepts, especially with respect to the energy efﬁciency of the
whole system. Besides the higher efﬁciency discussed in Ref. [195],
the use of new servo technology can lead to a better controllability
and high dynamics of hydraulic circuits [141]. Furthermore, due to
the combination of a variable-speed servomotor and a variabledisplacement pump, an additional degree of freedom is added to
the hydraulic system. This enables an operation of the press at
maximum efﬁciency during the whole process time. In consequence of the advanced control, a reduction of component size and
thus lower invest costs are possible [141].
A laminar ﬂow motor is designed for applications in diamond
turning on an ultra-precision lathe [38]. Conventional hydraulic
devices are unsuitable for such applications due to ﬂow and
pressure ﬂuctuations. The laminar ﬂow motor as an integral part of
the designed spindle, also having hydrostatic bearings, enables a
smooth and quiet operation by accepting reduction in efﬁciency
and increase of packaging size. The required optical quality is
reached by ﬁltering of the power supply ﬂuctuations of the screw
pump, which are induced by the asynchronous shaft motion [38].
In Ref. [179] a water drive spindle of about 90 W maximum
power for ultra-precision machine tools is presented. The spindle
is additionally supported by hydrostatic bearings using water as
ﬂuid. For such approaches it is necessary to have just one ﬂuid to
fulﬁl several functions in machine tool drives. Further, the water
used is an appropriate medium to remove the heat arising in the
spindle, controlling the spindle temperature.
To drive precision high speed spindles with rotational speeds in
the range of 100,000 rpm, also optimised air turbines for power
transmission, having advantages in cost and precision compared to
electric drives, are used [104]. Pneumatically driven drilling
machines are used e.g. in aerospace industry [189] and wherever
electricity is forbidden due to safety reasons.
Fluidic media are also used to transmit forces directly to the
work piece [204]. According to Ref. [204], the internal high
pressure forming processes can be subdivided according to the
used semi-ﬁnished products, e.g. tubes and sheets [231]. The
loading pressures reach from 2 bar [96] in pneumatic paperboard
forming, over 400 bar in calibrating step of stringer sheet forming
up to over 2000 bar in tube hydroforming processes [204].
In comparison to forming by solid tools, hydroforming can lead
to shortened process chains, opens the possibility of integrated
joining or cutting and yields a reduced number of tool and machine
parts and thus tool costs. Against these advantages, longer processcycles only allow economical use of high-pressure forming for
small and medium batch production [204].
The forming processes of complex semi-ﬁnished products, e.g.
in stringer sheet forming, can be easily realised by hydroforming.
The pressure side of the workpiece has no contact to a solid tool
part and thus gives free space for the stringers. Stringer buckling
due to compression stresses caused by the ﬂexible support of the
stringers is known as one process limitation [13]. Besides
rotationally symmetric parts, also stringer-stiffened rectangular
and non-symmetric parts are producible [70].
Based on conventional deep drawing processes, hydromechanical deep-drawing is used to apply counter pressure and thus
extend the forming limit. In special applications this process with
conditioned tool temperatures, presented in Fig. 31, allows for an
increase of the limiting drawing ratio up to 3.0 in the ﬁrst draw.
Within this tool concept, the heat transfer and the application of
the counter pressure is realised by the ﬂuidic medium [95].
During internal high pressure forming (IHPF) the omnidirectional pressure distribution is used to form complex parts. Avoiding
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[480_TD$IF]Fig. 31. Hydromechanical deep-drawing tool with temperature conditioning of tool
parts [95].

product damage, tight tolerances for semi-ﬁnished parts have to be
fulﬁlled due to the complex process and geometries of IHPF.
Strategies to improve process reliability and thus a higher production
rate are presented in Ref. [100]. In Ref. [222] an application for low
speed but high accuracy drive with very high safety requirements is
described. With a maximum speed of 20 mm/s and an accuracy
better than 0.5 mm, a pneumatic step motor is used for actuating
image-guided intervention robots. The rotatory step motion is
generated by an inner and an eccentric outer gear, which is rotatory,
alternatingly pressurized by at least three diaphragm cylinders
[222]. In Refs. [94,201] a linear step drive with sensorless position
control is presented. With the help of a hydraulic wiring and complex
control, the invention made it possible to discretise a hydraulic
pistons linear motion into step sizes of 5 or 15 mm [94].
In order to reduce and homogenise the required blank holder
forces in deep drawing and sheet metal hydroforming, a ﬁrst
approach of a hydraulic ﬂuid-assisted blank holder is presented in
Ref. [257]. By applying a controlled hydraulic pressure to a groove
below the elastic blank holder surface, an equalised force
distribution is obtained, which can compensate for the increasing
sheet thickness in the ﬂange area [98]. Some of the advantages are
lower clamping forces, an increased material ﬂow, higher drawing
ratios and reduced sheet thinning in critical areas [97]. The latest
development in this technology concentrates on separately
controlling four circularly distributed ﬂuid cavities to control
the blank-holder pressure below the cavities [68].
As described in Ref. [99], another use of ﬂuid media in forming
tools is the application of local hydrostatic pressures at the
drawing edge of the die. During drawing processes, this area is
loaded with high normal contact stresses. Thus, the application of
hydrostatic pressure reduces the total drawing force, as it acts like
a hydrostatic–hydrodynamic bearing. Depending on the position of
the ﬂuid openings in the forming tool, a reduction of the total
drawing force up to 21.5% is possible. Further, a reduction of die
wear is achieved [99]. Fluids can be used to clamp tools or
workpieces. A novel sensor-integrated hydraulic clamping system
is presented in Ref. [49]. By using strain gauges on a commercially
available hydraulic swing clamp, the load situation resulting from
the piston position and the hydraulic pressure can be detected.
Therefore, an indirect measurement of the oil pressure and the
piston position is possible, shown in Fig. 32. Even small pressure
drops during the swing motion are detectable. Crowning of rolls for
sheet metal forming is either realised by shaping the rolls convex
and/or concave [110], by thermal crowning, as in Ref. [67] by hot
and cold water streams, by hydraulic or mechanical pretensioning
of the bearings and by elastic deformation of the roll(s). In Ref. [53]
hydrostatic bearings suppressed by hydraulic cylinders running
inside the roll are used for controlled crowning.

[481_TD$IF]Fig. 32. (a) Test set up; (b) calibration setup without workpiece [49].

Shock absorbing ﬂuid elements are used to improve the
dynamic properties of forming presses, but also as supporting
elements for machine placements. Dynamic properties are
particularly important concerning the performance of cutting
processes. The vibration resulting from the sudden excitation of
the oscillatory system consisting of machine and tool has an
essential inﬂuence on the wear of the tools in operation as well as
on potential damage to the press (Fig. 33).
For this reason, numerous damping systems are developed
based on various physical principles for various applications
(mechanical, hydraulic, electromagnetic). For rather low stroke
rates, hydraulic systems are state-of-the-art. which are located
next to the forming dies in the tool installation space of the press
acting between slide and table.
As an example, Fig. 34 shows a hydraulic cutting shock damper
with an invariable throttle [130]. The cylindrical space between
piston and base is ﬁlled with oil, which can expand into the
reservoir via a throttle line.
During its downward movement the slide touches the piston,
oil is pressed out of the cylinder producing a force, proportional to
the square of the piston velocity, counteracting the slide’s
movement. The force rises signiﬁcantly after material separation
because of the acceleration of the slide and then decreases slowly.
In advanced systems the counteracting force is directly present
when the slide hits the piston by preloading the pressurized
medium [161]. The electro-hydraulic cutting shock damper
consists additionally of a control valve and a control loop to keep
the pressure inside the cylinder constant. At the instant of material
separation, just before the BDC (bottom dead centre), the slide
velocity, therefore also the oil ﬂow, is low and the valve is almost
closed. The system’s inertia keeps the valve nearly closed after
material separation causing a maximum counterforce. Subsequently, the pressure slowly decays in an adjustable time window
[38].
However, the above-mentioned vibration problem is of
particular interest also for tools and machines operated with high
stroke rates. Hydraulic systems according to Refs. [130,161,207] are
less suitable in this case since the stroke travel during damping
leads to high ﬂow losses in the underlying piston-throttle systems.
In systems suitable for this application, the path covered in the
damping system has to be decoupled from the slide’s movement.
This leads to the construction of mass-spring systems attached to
the slide, whose relative movement is dampened in various ways,
making it suitable for low stroke rates.
In the case of the friction damper described in [60,61,245],
damping masses are attached between springs to the bottom
of the slide. By means of varying the oil pressure in a cavity of

[482_TD$IF]Fig. 33. Wear-inducing vibration during cutting and wear reduction by means of
vibration reduction [IFUM].

[483_TD$IF]Fig. 34. Cutting shock damper according to Ref. [130].
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[48_TD$IF]Fig. 35. Damper with actively hydraulically actuated damping masses [17].
[485_TD$IF]Fig. 36. Sheet metal stretching by hydroforming [134].

membrane-like friction linings, contact force and thus friction
force can be varied. The friction force which counteracts the
relative movement of the damping masses and the slide also
reduces the vibrating movement of the slide. Using this system,
wear on the cutting elements can be reduced approximately by half
[244] for stroke rates higher than 150/min.
A system in which the inertia of masses is indirectly used to
reduce cutting shocks for low stroke rates is presented in Ref.
[176]. The vibrating movement of the slide is taken up by a hydraulic
piston and transmitted to an inertial mass via an oil-ﬁlled line.
Of increasing importance are damping systems in which the
damping effect can be varied during the slide’s movement. A
damping system based on magneto-rheological ﬂuids is presented
in Refs. [87,88], in which the properties of the ﬂuid and thus the
damping effect of the system can be changed during the cutting
process by applying an external magnetic ﬁeld. A system in which
the damping mass is actively moved by means of a hydraulic
system is described in Ref. [17,18] and shown in Fig. 35. It consists
of two actively movable double-acting hydraulic pistons with
additional masses, which are mounted on both sides of the press
slide. A force is exerted on the cylinder and thus on the slide due to
the inertia of the actively moved piston and the additional masses.
Using a suitable control system, this force counteracts the vibrating
movement of the slide and thus acts as a damping force. The wear
on the tool could be reduced by an average of 22% compared to a
reference test without a damping system.
3.6. Hydroforming
There are process conditions (e.g. for press hardening) which
exceed the application areas of liquid media. Due to temperatures
above the ﬂash point of the media mentioned above, gases, e.g.
nitrogen [160], under high pressure are used [181]. Special care has
to be taken when hydraulic media are used in environmental
conditions which could damage the media itself. Not only due to
unexpected system or control failure but also due to process
inﬂuences by oxygen, dirt, light, other chemicals or biological
degradation hydraulic ﬂuids can change their behaviour. To detect
and prevent system damage and break-down an on line method to
monitor the condition of hydraulic oils is described in Ref.
[227]. Different properties, especially the temperature, the relative
humidity and the dielectric constant, can be used to determine the
current condition of the medium [227]. Additionally, by integrating
a second ﬁltering device and measuring the count of wear particles
allows the detection of wear in ﬂuidic devices [106].
In Ref. [134], hydroforming is used for deep drawing, stretching,
bending, extruding and tube forming processes. High pressure
ﬂuid is used to form sheet and tube materials using a single die and
a ﬂexible diaphragm usually made out of an elastomer material
saving cost and time. Figs. 36 and 37 show typical processes for
sheet and tube hydroforming. Advantages which are obtained by
application of hydroforming processes are: better mechanical and
structural characteristic of parts, saving material and energy,
possibility to form parts with complex geometry.
The temperature in hydroforming is limited by the ﬂuids
abilities, what is usually not higher than 300  C [181]. In Ref. [183],
the process combination of hot metal gas forming and press
hardening is shown. With the process combination it was possible

[486_TD$IF]Fig. 37. Hydroforming of a tube [134].

to achieve strengths of up 1900(N/mm2) with high geometrical
accuracy of the formed part. Hot gas, e.g. Nitrogen, is used as
media, allowing hot hydroforming with temperatures up to
1000  C [181]. This process temperature opens the potential for
using hydroforming in steel forming [181].
4. Supply, treatment and control of ﬂuidic media
For using ﬂuids in machine tools the ﬂuids have to be treated,
cleaned and controlled according their requirements.
4.1. Cleaning devices and ﬁlter units
For cleaning e.g. cutting ﬂuids in machine tool applications,
usually belt ﬁlters are used. An endless belt transports the ﬁlter
material used to clean the ﬂuid, e.g. separate chips from coolant. In
machine tools, gravity band ﬁlters [203], for larger contaminant
particle sizes, and pressure band ﬁlters, centrifugally band ﬁlters,
and vacuum band ﬁlters, for smaller contaminant particle sizes, are
used [192]. Often paper as ﬁlter fabric is used in band ﬁlters. If the
paper ﬁlter is used once it has to be recycled. The usage of belt
ﬁlters using non-woven ﬁlter materials are increasing as this
provides a cost effective solution [216]. In hydraulic systems for
force transmission in machine tools, mainly ﬁlters in the range of
5–10 mm are used. In the remaining 20% of the machine tools,
ﬁlters with higher ranges up to 25 mm are used [156].
Nevertheless, most failures of machines result from contaminants in the lubrication oils, such as oxidation products of additives
or abrasion which are not removed by mechanical ﬁlters if their
size is in the micrometer range [253]. A ﬁlter unit consisting of
several ﬁlter elements arranged on a moving cylinder is presented
in Ref. [192]. One ﬁlter element is used to clean the ﬂuid ﬂowing
into the ﬁlter unit while another ﬁlter element is positioned in the
ﬁlter cleaning position. The remaining ﬁlters are positioned in
between, this enables cleaning of the ﬁlter elements without
interruption of the ﬁlter process. In Ref. [175], a cyclone, that is
separating contaminants of ﬂuids by rotating the reservoir is
presented. In Ref. [177], a coolant ﬁltration system for machine
tools using magnetic separators, sedimentation dredge, mud
compactors using several ﬁlters is described. A non-fabric solution
for separating ferromagnetic particles, such as iron, nickel, and
cobalt, from ﬂuids are magnetic ﬁlters. Magnetic separators are
mainly used in gear boxes and hydraulic systems of machine tools
separating wear particles from the oil [216].
Oil skimmers are a commonly used device for separating oil and
water and are also used in industrial applications [153]. Oil
skimmers are using a rotating element such as a drum or a band,
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with treated surfaces at which the oil adheres. The oil is collected
from the conveying element. In Ref. [202], a skimmer consists of a
drum having a drive mechanism of two rolls, where one or both rolls
are used to convey the elements to the collector. Beside oil skimmers,
gravity-forced oil/water separation is also proposed, where the
lighter oil is separated by one or more ﬂooding steps [37]. A
microﬁltration unit for cutting ﬂuids of machine tools is presented in
Ref. [81]. The unit separate the water phase from the soluble oil. The
water phase can be disposed afterwards by drainage facilities,
subject to the local authorities approval. Filters available are
provided for ﬁltering oil out of water and for particulate and vapor
removal [191]. By selecting the working pressure, the ﬂow rate and
the temperature of the ﬂuid, the optimum ﬁlters can be selected.
Filters made of sintered polymer plates [107] are used for
coolant ﬁltration for grinding, honing and lapping and can remove
very ﬁne swarf in the range of 2–3 mm. A membrane ﬁltration
method is used after ﬁltering the cutting ﬂuid with a paper ﬁlter, to
separate all contaminants, like wear particles from the tool and
workpieces, leakage oils from the machine tool and ﬂuid
component degrading micro-organisms of the metal working
ﬂuid. The membrane ﬁltration technique is capable of enlarging
the lifetime of the ﬂuid and keep the performance over time
[227]. Further, membrane ﬁltration techniques are suitable for
avoiding toxic antimicrobial additives [153]. In order to increase
the life time of oil and lubricated machine elements electrostatic
oil ﬁlters are proposed [253,149]. Such ﬁlters are capable to collect
conductive and non-conductive contaminations in hydraulic and
lubrication oils in the sub-micrometer range. The non-conductive
contaminations are captured at the electrodes surface of such
ﬁlters. Conductive contaminations are polarized by the electric
ﬁeld in the ﬁlter when touching an electrode, moving to the
electrod which has opposite charge. By touching the surface of the
electrode the charged contaminants lose their polarity and are
rejected from the electrode surface, contaminating the ﬂuid again.
To suppress the jumping effect an additional ﬁlter between the two
electrodes has to be used to collect the particles.
4.2. Control systems
Fig. 38 shows an oil conditioning unit, as an example from press
lubrication. The preparation procedure runs in sequenced steps:
1.) Degassing or antifoaming devices, represented in Fig. 38 as
degassing cascade,
2.) Separation of magnetic abrasion by a magnet separator,
3.) Decanting to sediment debris,
4.) Filtering and separation of water by a bypass pump,
5.) Filtering and pumping out to the machine.
To increase the period between ﬁlter changes, the bypass ﬁlter
used is capable for a huge volume ﬂow, realizing a permanent
cleaning of the oil. The police ﬁlter in the pipe to the machine can
be dimensioned small and has a long lifetime until exchange. For
closed hydraulic systems usually reduced process chains are
realized, by omitting the degassing and decanting, and sometimes
for small devices even the bypass ﬁlter and water separator. A
control device for cutting ﬂuids is described in Ref. [118]. The
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device consists of two reservoirs. In one reservoir the cutting ﬂuid
ﬂowing out of the machine tool is stored. In the second reservoir the
ﬁltered cutting ﬂuid is collected and supplied to the process zone.
The level of ﬂuid in the second reservoir is controlled. At low level, a
pump supplies cutting ﬂuid from the ﬁrst tank via a ﬁlter to the
second reservoir. The system further monitors the degree of
contamination of the ﬁlter. If the pumping duration becomes longer
than a desired value, the system instructs to clean the ﬁlter. Other
signals used are to measure the pressure drop in the ﬁlter unit and
clean the ﬁlter if the pressure difference becomes higher than a
desired value. Automated ﬁlter and suction ﬁlter cleaning is used in
the ﬁltration unit [117,118,119]. Pressurized air is back-ﬂushing the
cutting ﬂuid, relieving the ﬁlter from chips and other particles.
In manufacturing facilities often centralized systems are used,
when several machine tools work with the same ﬂuids. A common
example is the compressed air supply in almost all manufacturing
facilities. Equal systems are used for example to support machine
tools with cutting ﬂuid. The advantages are that only one supply
unit, containing one ﬁlter unit, one chiller unit and so on, is
necessary. Reﬁlling of ﬂuids on machine tools, e.g. of cutting and
hydraulic ﬂuid, can be automated when centralized units are used.
In [108], a supply unit for cutting ﬂuid to several machine tools
using their own reservoirs is presented.
The disadvantages of centralized units are that on different
machines the same ﬂuid needs to be used. Similar considerations
can be made, when cooling ﬂuid is centralized. A variation of the
cooling ﬂuid on the machine tool is not possible, for which reason
heat exchangers connected to the machine tools cooling circuit and
the centralized coolant circuit are usually used.
In Fig. 38 an observer, a measuring station detecting swarf, gas,
and any kind of contaminations, and can, according to industry
4.0 approach, communicate with the machine tools control or even
with any device in the ﬁeld to adapt to the state of oil and thus in
future also the state of machine components. A machine tool
coolant ﬁltering system, including a plurality of coolant ﬁlter tanks,
which includes identifying particular contaminants in the coolant
and selectively directing the coolant to a particular ﬁlter tank,
designated to ﬁlter out that contaminant from the coolant, is
presented in Ref. [169]. A ﬂuid communication system controls the
communication of coolant from machine tools to the coolant ﬁlter
tanks and open the valve of the ﬁlter to be used.
The electronic components in electric cabinets of machine tools
are usually cooled by an air ﬂow through the cabinet but are crucial
to contaminated air from the shop ﬂoor. Simple non-woven fabric
has to be cleaned or replaced by time, is usually used at the fansystem. A centrifugal force separator for electric cabinets, working
like a cyclone cleaning the air without any ﬁlter fabric, is presented
in Ref. [193].
The VDI 3802 [232] guides the dimensioning of extraction units
for capturing air pollutant in material removal machine tools. In
machine tools, mechanical ﬁlters and electrostatic ﬁlters are used.
Wet dust collectors have to be used, due to explosion and ﬁre risk,
if magnesium is dry machined. The ﬁlter fabric has to be replaced
by time. To enlarge the time between ﬁlter replacement, pre-ﬁlters
are used, which can easily be replaced or cleaned [103].
For an aerostatic planar guided precision milling machine, a
workspace conditioning system is designed as the cleanness of the
air in the workspace is crucial [129]. The air of the working envelope
is reused and can be mixed with fresh air from the environment. The
air is cleaned by a mechanical ﬁlter, before it its cooled under the
working envelope temperature by a water/air or oil/air heat
exchanger. In a following heating unit the desired temperature is
controlled to ensure stable temperature in the workspace.
4.3. Unconventional ﬂuidic media

[487_TD$IF]Fig. 38. Schematic of lubrication oil conditioning unit for a press mechanical
machine [IWF Zurich].

A magnetic-thermal-ﬂuidic analysis is conducted in Ref. [131]
to investigate the cooling performance of magnetic nanoﬂuids
(MNFs) by comparing their performance with that of oil and
air. The investigation used a fully coupled FEM computation
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considering the magneto-convection phenomena and compared
the results with measurements. MNFs have been studied for bioand nanotechnology applications. MNFs show good characteristics
for thermal management and electric insulation. In Ref. [142] the
cooling performance of a vegetable oil-based MNF with different
volume fractions of magnetic nanoparticles resulting from
magneto-convection effects in presence of an external magnetic
ﬁeld is presented. Typically, MNF are based on mineral oils, as these
oils have high dielectric strength and good cooling performance
under operating conditions. Owing to their environmental impact,
the eco-friendly vegetable oils have been lately replacing the
mineral based insulating oils. Until now, studies report only the
dielectric breakdown characteristics of vegetable oil based MNF
without considering any real electromagnetic system. To analyze
the cooling effects quantitatively, a multiphysics technique
coupled with magnetic-thermo-ﬂuidic ﬁeld equations is developed by using the quasi-static magnetic ﬁeld approximation and
conjugate heat transfer. To validate the model, experiments are
conducted in an electromagnetic system with different insulating
liquids. As the results show such ﬂuids show great potential for
further developments in guiding heat through the machine.
5. Inﬂuence of ﬂuid elements on machine tools
Inﬂuence of ﬂuids on machine tools cause:
 Short-term and abrupt effects (5.1): characterized by sudden
appearance of the results,
 Long term effects (5.2): characterized by creeping and gradual
progression of results.
Fig. 39 presents an overview of these inﬂuences. Within this
chapter, the negative effects of ﬂuids are presented, as the positive
aspects are described in chapter 3.

[48_TD$IF]Fig. 39. Inﬂuences of ﬂuidic media on machine tools and their interdependencies
according to Ref. [113].

5.1. Short-term and abrupt effects
Inﬂuences of ﬂuid elements on machine tools which happen
suddenly are thermal inﬂuences, oscillation, leakage, foaming and
gas entrainment. These inﬂuences affect each other partially and
cause a loss in precision, damage of single machine components or
even machine failure.
5.1.1. Thermal inﬂuence
The thermal stability of ﬂuids is essential for the functionality of
machine tools. Exceeding either high or low levels of the
acceptable operating temperature leads to aging of the ﬂuid and
therefore to stability loss and failures of the machine [73]. The
thermal inﬂuence of ﬂuids on machine tools are low-temperature
and high-temperature effects. Low temperatures lead to increasing

viscosity, inhibiting proper ﬂow within the machine tool. Thus,
pumps and bearings might be damaged. Furthermore, higher ﬂuid
and mechanical friction is caused leading to increased wear [224],
while the load capacity of bearings increases.
Rising temperatures reduce ﬂuid viscosity which increases the
risk of leakage [145] and load carrying capacity of bearings and
lubricated contacts. Furthermore, high temperatures inﬂuence the
efﬁciency of additives within the ﬂuids which results in wear, rust
and foam formation [33]. At higher temperatures, the surface
tension decreases causing reduced lubrication efﬁciency [73]
although the wettability increases. Elevated temperatures additionally accelerate the oxidation rate, lowering the expected life
time of the oil [73].
5.1.2. Oscillation
The application of ﬂuids inﬂuences the dynamic behaviour of
machine tools [155]. Oscillations can occur in pipelines and in
ﬂuidic bearings [243]. The energy, which is induced into the system
by ﬂuids, cause dynamic instabilities of cantilevered pipes for
speciﬁc ﬂow velocities [234] and cavitation effects. Energy storage
units such as pressure reservoirs are used to store the energy in
hydraulic presses. If such devices are not used, all energy is
released, increasing the oil heat and causing noise and vibration
[262]. The pressure reservoirs dampen these vibrations. Tubing
vibration is stimulated by a pressure surge caused by the sudden
stop of the ﬂuid (water-hammer effect) affected by valve
actuations in the hydraulic system. Piping vibration can become
excessive if the tubing modal dynamics are equal to the waterhammer frequencies of the system [155]. Piping vibrations appear
due to unsteady stresses caused by pulsating ﬂow pressure in
curved pipes and tend to excite the machine tool dynamically. This
results e.g. in cutting marks on machined workpieces. Furthermore, pipe vibration of hydraulic systems of machine tools can
cause pipe breakage. For avoiding tubing vibration, usually
pulsation dampers are used, requiring additional elements in
the hydraulic system. These dampers can negatively affect the
machine tool dynamics by damping the transient ﬂow [155].
5.1.3. Leakage
Leakage is a critical issue within the operation of machine
elements and is deﬁned as the process of continuous loss of ﬂuid
through an oriﬁce. Leakage occurs in pumps [19], bearings [109],
pipe joints, gaskets, seals [32], packings, damaged vessels and
hoses [187]. While external leakage means ﬂuid loss to the
environment and is therefore easier to identify [214], internal
leakage, unplanned or planned, represents loss of the ﬂuid within
its own circuit [93] and pollution of neighboring media. Planned
internal leakage is a desired effect and provides cooling, cleaning or
lubricating in speciﬁc areas or components [214]. Leakage for
instance is necessary for radial shaft sealing, as it needs the
lubrication of the sealing lips for survival. A lot of research with
respect to leakage detection has been conducted [92], since precise
modelling of leakage is extremely difﬁcult [84].
The main inﬂuencing factors for leakage are ﬂuid viscosity
[154], operating temperature [42] and pressure [214]. Leakage is
often caused by improper sealing maintenance, as seals underlie
aging [185]. This is caused by too high ﬂuid operating temperatures
or chemical interactions [32] and wear due to contained oil.
Further reasons for external leakage are damaged supply lines and
valve-actuator chamber connections [93]. Additionally, overﬁlling,
pressurization by clogged oriﬁces, overloaded gaskets and
running-in procedures can cause external leakage [186]. Unplanned
internal leakage mainly occurs at worn out component surfaces,
caused by operation as foreseen [213].
Internal and external leakages negatively affect the performance
of the system. The ﬂuid of a hydraulic system for instance will not be
able to push the piston effectively against a load, or moving machine
parts can show unexpected behaviour [93]. Other negative
consequences of external leakage are operator health [105],
environmental [36] and ﬁre [82] hazards. The consequences of
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internal leakage are in general a reduced system performance [250]
and reliability [93], due to the contamination by other ﬂuids [9]. If
valves meet bypass conditions, an increased operating temperature
can be the result [214]. In addition, the strength of the ﬂuid ﬁlm is
decreased, which limits the ﬂuid properties, like increased friction
for lubricants or temperature for cooling ﬂuids. This causes a major
power loss especially for motors, pumps and bearings [237]. Pistons
of hydraulic cylinders will show undesired drifting behaviour and a
decreased load capacity [214]. Solenoid valves are affected in terms
of lower control and stability properties [214].
5.1.4. Foaming and gas entrainment
Foaming and gas entrainment in machine tools inﬂuence
machine behaviour, durability and process stability. There are four
different forms of gases and air in liquid ﬂuids [501_TD$IF][152]. Free air and
dissolved air are less critical, whereas foam and entrained air can
have a huge impact on the ﬂuid performance [66]. Entrained air
describes air in form of dispersed, small bubbles within the ﬂuid. In
Ref. [66] it is reported that a bubble diameter of 1 mm is considered
critical as it causes disruptions. Foam consists of a multitude of
dense-packed air bubbles on the surface of the ﬂuid. Stable foam is
generated when the ﬂuid’s surface tension is relatively low and air
bubble coalescence is prevented [23]. Foam stability depends on
surface area, surface tension, viscosity, contamination concentration like content of polar aging products, impurities, and certain
additives [140], and the temperature [194]. To avoid entrained air
in lubrication circuits, a degassing cascade is built in the backﬂow
of oil to the tank, Fig. 38.
The formation of entrained air can be explained by different
mechanisms [80]. One mechanism is the mechanical insertion of
air into the liquid ﬂuid, like cyclic immerging machine parts or
stirring actions, as well as vacuum. Air bubbles are also emerge, if
dissolved air is subjected to signiﬁcant pressure or temperature
changes. Furthermore, air entrapment, due to improper bleed
systems or added ﬂuids, will result in entrained air. Foaming is also
caused by contamination, mainly with ﬁnely dispersed rust,
detergent, polar additives or other ﬂuids. In contrast, pure mineral
oils will not foam. The contamination with 1000 ppm water can
already enable a stable foam formation caused by the reduced
interfacial tension [75]. Polar by-products, caused by oil oxidation,
can cause foaming [146]. The same applies to low ﬂuid
temperatures and abrupt pressure releases causing inner bubbles
which end up in foam. With regard to avoid foaming, ﬂuid viscosity
could be adjusted to the working task. Oils with low viscosity tend
to foam between 10  C to 10  C, whereas oils with a higher
viscosity show a stable foam build-up between 30  C and 60  C
[75]. System leaks, which allow air intrusion, are also critical. In
hydraulic systems, size, geometry, position and ﬂuid level of the
hydraulic reservoir play important roles in foaming behaviour.
Foaming is also, like entrained air, a result of air being constantly
mixed with the liquid ﬂuid by moving machine parts [178]. For
reducing foaming behaviour, certain anti-foaming additives like
dimethylsiloxane [157] or polyalkoxysiloxanes [178] are added to
the ﬂuid. Entrained air results in a distortion of machine elements,
an operational disruption and an decreased bulk modulus of the
ﬂuid. The general decrease of ﬂuidic functionality with growing air
content, e.g. reduced cooling from cooling ﬂuids or higher
frictional forces with lubrications, has to be mentioned. Effects
like microdieseling or cavitation can result in severe machine
element impairment [66]. Oxidation of oils results in reduced oil
life [66]. Furthermore, decreased capacity for pumps, fuzzy and
rapid hydraulic operations, reduced precision control, vibrations
and unacceptable noise [223] are consequences of air entrainment
[66]. In comparison with foaming, entrained air cause more serious
problems. In general, foaming in small dimensions is insigniﬁcant.
However, foaming on a large scale distracts a precise ﬂuid level
control which causes air entrapment in closed vessels and
transports ﬂuids in disadvantageous locations [66]. For cutting
ﬂuids, the deposition of metal particles is prevented and cooling
ﬂuids become less effective in their heat transfer performance [23].
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5.2. Long-term effects
Long-term effects like corrosion and wear occur due to
inappropriate maintenance causing failures and severe damage to
machine elements. Corrosion is mostly prevented by correct sealing
and anticorrosive additives in ﬂuids, wear is often inevitable.
5.2.1. Corrosion
The presence of water and salt as well as high temperatures
increase the rate of corrosion [157]. Thus, water based ﬂuids in
machine tools are critical regarding corrosion. Due to contamination, oil contains water which causes corrosion. Various effects,
such as thermal breathing (heating and cooling of hydraulic
systems), condensation or indirect water spray, can lead to
emulsions of water and oil [46]. Oil can contain water in different
phases. One state is known as dissolved water and is characterized
by water molecules dispersed within the oil. The amount of
dispersed water in oil depends on oil temperature and rises with
increasing age of the oil. Another state is characterized by
microscopic droplets, known as emulsion. Increasing amount of
water leads to a separation into free or emulsiﬁed oil and water
[247]. Furthermore, corrosion occurs in pneumatic circuits.
Moisture in compressed air corrodes pneumatic machine elements.
The relative humidity of air increases with the pressure and has to
be dried either by ﬁltering the water out or by using an air dryer
[147]. If corrosion is not avoided, severe damage occurs to machine
tools. One of the most common corrosion types in machine tools is
pitting. If the rust adhering to the metal surface ﬂakes off, pitting is
caused. Pitting is increased by metalworking ﬂuids containing high
amounts of minerals and ions [247]. Extensive pitting eventually
weakens the metal, leading to failure, internal leakage and reduced
operating times of machine elements [230].
5.2.2. Wear
Commonly encountered wear mechanisms caused by ﬂuidic
media are abrasive and cavitation wear. Due to hard particles, like
wear debris or contaminants, abrasive wear occurs [69]. Abrasion
caused by loose hard particles between two surfaces is termed
“three-body-wear” [74]. Basic factors inﬂuencing abrasive wear in
hydraulic machinery are size, form, hardness and concentration of
particles [74]. Furthermore, the structure and hardness of the
construction material, ﬂow-speed and impact angle of the ﬂuid
inﬂuence the amount of wear [74]. Wear is increased by abrupt
changes in ﬂow direction [35]. If rust is not avoided in machine
tools, these particles pollute the ﬂuid causing abrasion [90]. Wear
debris causes failures of hydraulic pumps by increasing the
contamination of ﬂuids. Between 70–80% of hydraulic pump
failures are reported to be caused by contamination of ﬂuids
[186]. Contamination is recognized as most damaging for oil and
machine elements. Some contaminants are destructive to hydraulic oil, its additives or machine surfaces. Although the impact of
contaminants is of creeping nature, the damage to the machine
caused from inside can be critical [90]. This leads to decreased
machine functionality and maintenance costs, as oil analyses have
to be performed regularly [89]. When hydraulic oil is contaminated
with incompatible oil, foam can be formed. Consequently, the oil
retains air, decreasing the pump efﬁciency and encouraging
cavitation [31]. Cavitation wear occurs due to implosions of gasor ﬂuid-ﬁlled bubbles entrained in ﬂuidic media [197]. High amount
of bubbles, high loadings or abruptly changing surface contours, too
high speeds and low pressure in pipes generateS cavitation. As a
consequence, material fatigue damage caused by the formation of
pitting takes place. Furthermore, cavitation leads to decreased
performance of the pump and unsteady ﬂows of the ﬂuid [31].
6. Energetic aspects of ﬂuid elements
The major share of electric energy supplied to the machine tool
is converted into heat. Therefore, a lot of research is going on in
optimising the energy efﬁciency of machine tools, not only to save
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costs, but also to decrease the amount of heat introduced into the
machine tool, which has a negative impact on the accuracy and
hence the quality. From the thermo-energetic point of view, four
key areas emerge, which will be presented in more detail in the
following:
1. Generation of heat within the machine tool because of energy
intensive components,
2. Transportation of heat within the machine tool through
auxiliary units and ﬂuidic media,
3. Removal of heat from the machine tool through the technical
building service (TBS),
4. Replacement of ﬂuidic circuits.

6.1. The role of ﬂuidic systems with respect to energy efﬁciency
An increasing awareness and importance of energy cost savings
and environmental impact already motivated intensive research
regarding an optimisation of the energy efﬁciency of machine tools
[45,48,64,116]. In Fig. 40 shows that the electric energy supplied to
the machine tool is converted into heat [16].
The analysis, assessment, simulation and adjustment of the
energy conversion by machine tools and manufacturing systems
are discussed in many scientiﬁc studies [3,4,5,20,24,64]. Most
analyses reveal, that the auxiliary units for the supply and
conditioning of ﬂuidic media account for a major share of the
total energy consumption and provide the highest improvement
potential [11,52,102,139,188,254]. In Ref. [25] the energy consumption share of ﬂuid systems (cutting ﬂuid, cooling and hydraulic
system) is quantiﬁed by more than 66%. The signiﬁcant energy
share is caused by the application of inefﬁcient over-dimensioned
components of the ﬂuidic system (e.g. pumps or chillers) [184] and
by an ineffective use of these components, such as oversupply of
cooling ﬂuid regarding pressure, amount and duration.
One measure to reduce the amount of energy consumption by
auxiliary systems per produced part is to shorten the machining
time and, thus, the uptime of these systems [173,182]. Fig. 41
depicts the dependency of energy consumption, tool cost and total
cost on the material removal rate in an exemplary drilling process.
Obviously, a multi-objective optimisation problem occurs by
balancing energy efﬁciency [209] and cost [260]. The total energy
consumption of a machine tool and peak values can be reduced by
an electric load management involving the auxiliary units [6] as
shown in Fig. 42.

[491_TD$IF]Fig. 42. Peak load reduction through shifting operating states of auxiliary modules
[6].

Regarding the supply of process ﬂuids (e.g. coolant lubricant), the
requirements in terms of pressure and quantity depend on the
individual process technology and speciﬁc machining demands
[255]. Consequently, improvements of the processing technology
can lead to a substantial reduction of the ﬂuidic throughput, adapted
auxiliary units and lower energy consumption [12,33,89,151,211].
Denkena et al. [50] report that for side milling and drilling increasing
the feed rate requires high ﬂow volumes of cutting ﬂuid, while
increasing cutting speed having opposite effects.
Besides the economic and ecologic energy consumption perspective, a crucial aspect with respect to the energy conversion in
machine tools is the inﬂuence of lost heat on the accuracy and
performance of machine structures and components by thermal
effects [101,166]. In excess of thermally caused structural deformations and tool displacements, thermo-mechanical interactions can
also affect the dynamic characteristics of machine tools [15].
6.2. Energy efﬁcient auxiliary units
Most auxiliary units have a high improvement potential due to:
 Inefﬁciency: Low energy efﬁciency for converting electrical
energy into mechanical and into hydraulic energy,
 Ineffectiveness: Auxiliary units are usually non-controlled ﬁxed
power consumers, which run in many cases also during nonproductive periods (e.g. during standby).
The base load of the auxiliary components can be signiﬁcantly
reduced by the implementation of a demand based ﬂuid supply
[29]. Fig. 43 depicts the reduction of effective power in drilling
operations when applying a pressure controlled ﬂuid supply by a
pump with frequency converter. Denkena et al. [50] and
Hülsemeyer [114] achieve energy savings above 30% by demand
oriented internal high pressure coolant supply. By the use of a
novel ﬂuid-air-chiller instead of a conventional compressor unit,
energy savings of 25% are reached. In Ref. [25] the use of a tuneable
digital scroll compressor, replacing the constant running fan by a
controlled fan, using a pressure controlled circulation pump
instead of a constant running pump, and installing an optimized
chiller leads to a reduction of the active power demand by 30%–60%
depending on the machine utilization.
Hydraulic units of machine tools are one of the main energy
consumers. Hydraulically driven functionalities of machine tools
include tool clamping, tool change, work piece clamping or palette
change. Studies investigating the energy demand of ﬂuid systems
reveal saving potentials by up to 60% [71].

[489_TD$IF]Fig. 40. Exemplary electrical energy input and output waste heat energy ﬂow
(proportional) of a machine tool [16].

[490_TD$IF]Fig. 41. Comparison of energy consumption, tool cost and total cost in drilling for
ﬂushing strategies as a function of material removal rate [184].

[492_TD$IF]Fig. 43. Exemplary electrical energy input and output waste heat energy ﬂow
(proportional) of a machine tool [16].
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[493_TD$IF]Fig. 44. Details of energy consumption for milling centres during process [188].

Hydraulic systems usually contain six main components, which
all contribute to energy losses [58]: a reservoir holding the liquid
(mostly hydraulic oil), a pump supplying the liquid, a power source
(mostly an electric motor) for driving the pump, valves, an actuator
(e.g. a clamping piston), and piping to convey the liquid. Fig. 44
depicts the energy consumption of a horizontal machining centre
[188]. Besides the pumps for high pressure internal cooling and
shower coolant, the hydraulic pump is the third relevant energy
consuming component. The control of pumps can lead to savings of
up to 70% [1]. The selection of the hydraulic ﬂuid can also lead to
energy savings by up to 8% [27,208]. Besides cooling and hydraulic
units, compressed air systems also show signiﬁcant energy
consumption in machine tools [174,254]. Additional energy losses
occur in compressed air supply networks due to leakage in pipe
connectors, valves and actuators.
In order to enable high forming speeds and pressure, in
hydraulic presses the hydraulic system is dimensioned to cover
maximum ﬂow rates and loads. This leads to a massive oversupply
of the system at most of the time. Hence, the system operates at
low efﬁciency for almost the entire working cycle. The energy
consumption of large and medium sized hydraulic presses is
analysed in [261]. An exemplary energy ﬂow of hydraulic press is
shown in Fig. 45.
An energy analysis of a 2000-t hydraulic press uses a model
which is subdivided into six parts: electric motors (E-M), pumps
(M-H), valves, auxiliaries and pipes (H-H), hydraulic cylinders (HM), moved cross beam dies (M-D), heat exchanger and oil tank (TT). The total energy dissipation of the press is shown in
Fig. 46. Here, the total energy is the sum of the active electric
energy and the gravitational potential energy.

[49_TD$IF]Fig. 45. The basic energy ﬂow of hydraulic press system [260].
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The energy efﬁciency of hydraulic circuits can be increased by
four design measures: (1) dedicated hydraulic circuits for
consumers that demand signiﬁcantly different pressure levels,
(2) supply consumers with similar pressure requirements by a
single ﬂuid pump, (3) control supply and utilization of the ﬂuids,
(4) use alternative ﬂuids.
Basically, the supply pressure of a hydraulic circuit is determined
by the component that requires the highest pressure level. The
pressure level is then reduced for all other consumers causing
inefﬁciencies. For this reason, systems with multiple circuits, e.g. a
low and a high pressure circuit, can be found in modern practice. A
machine tool having two hydraulic circuits with different pressure
(60 bar and 200 bar) is investigated in Refs. [26,30]. Both circuits are
supplied by motor driven hydraulic pumps. Replacing the 200 bar
pump by a booster, the energy consumption of the hydraulic system
on the investigated machine tool is reduced by 60%.
For consumers with similar pressure requirements, the energy
efﬁciency of the ﬂuid system can be enhanced by combining the
hydraulic and the cooling circuits [29]. Both circuits can be
supplied with a single pump unit, leading to a decrease in energy
demand. However, the ﬂuid needs to fulﬁl the requirements of both
circuits. In [28] an innovative combined hydraulic and cooling unit
is introduced. During standby condition, the power consumption is
reduced by 89% compared to a conventional system. A common,
water based, mineral-oil free ﬂuid is used.
6.3. Transport of heat within the machine tool
The use of ﬂuids, such as coolants or hydraulic oil, on a machine
tool introduces transportation of heat within the system. Heat
transfer between the ﬂuid and its ambient is generally connected to a
change of temperature in the ﬂuid. In cooling applications, this heat
exchange and change in temperature is a required effect: Excess heat
can be transferred to the coolant. Other components, such as pumps,
which are also in contact with the ﬂuid while creating heat losses,
can negatively inﬂuence the ﬂuid temperature, resulting in an
undesired heat ﬂux to down-stream components.
Abele et al. show in Ref. [3] the effect of pump losses to the
energy demand of cooling systems. Compressor based cooling
systems generally include a switch-on/off control of the compressor, leading to quasi-periodic power consumptions during machine
operation. Errors in predicting the heat losses of components close
to the ﬂuid, as well as the heat ﬂux into and in the ﬂuid will result
in an accumulated temperature error and thus signiﬁcantly
inﬂuence the accuracy of power consumption predictions.
On the example of a spindle cooling system, the work of Züst et al.
[264] focuses on the prediction of the temperature distribution
along the coolant stream. This allows the prediction of the ﬂuid inlet
temperature at thermally sensitive components. The work further
identiﬁes the sensitivity of these temperatures to the properties of
the up-stream components. Especially the heat transfer coefﬁcients
in the tank and the pump, as well as the pump efﬁciency are
identiﬁed as crucial parameters. The importance and modelling
efforts of heat transportation in ﬂuidic systems is justiﬁed by its
inﬂuence on the machine behaviour. It is thereby not sufﬁcient to
consider the heat transfer in the main drives. Auxiliary components,
such as pumps, can introduce signiﬁcant heat ﬂuxes and result into
temperature changes in up-stream components. Hence, ﬂuid
systems introduce a thermal interface between thermally sensitive
components under the machine tool cover and auxiliary systems.
6.4. Removal of heat from the machine tool

[495_TD$IF]Fig. 46. Total energy dissipation of hydraulic press [260].

A machine tool consumes electricity directly as well as indirectly
through its integration into the factory; e.g. through compressed air,
air conditioning and water cooling to transport the heat from the
machine tool out of the factory. Schudeleit et al. [206] propose a
methodology to quantify the total (direct and indirect) energy
consumption of a machine tool. The study reveals that the
indirect energy consumption during standby, ready and processing
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[496_TD$IF]Fig. 47. Power demand of the factory-integrated machine tool by consumer and
operating state (CA: compressed air, AC: air conditioning, EA: exhaust air, WC:
water cooling, MT: machine tool) [206].

contributes to more than 60% additional electricity demand
compared to the direct energy consumption as shown in Fig. 47.
6.5. Replacement of ﬂuidic circuits
Due to the recognition about the energy efﬁciency of machine
tools, replacing hydraulic systems by electric actuators is
discussed. In Fig. 48 from Ref. [226], the speciﬁc energy used by
injection molding machines of the same size with hydraulic system
and electric drive is illustrated. The speciﬁc energy consumption of
machine tools is usually high if the throughput is small, as the
stand-by energy is allocated to a small amount of parts.

[497_TD$IF]Fig. 48. Comparison of speciﬁc energy usage for similar sized hydraulic and allelectric injection moulding machines as a function of material throughput [226].

7. Conclusion
This paper gives an overview on the vast ﬁled of tasks realized
by ﬂuid elements in machine tools, thereby especially covering
cutting and forming machines. As the addressed tasks are not
unique for these classes of machines, the results also hold true for
other kinds of manufacturing machines. The topic of metalworking
ﬂuids has been excluded, as this was covered by Ref. [33] especially
for the interaction of the ﬂuid with the mechanisms in the process
zone. This limits the selection of ﬂuids and their description in
Section 2. Fluids on manufacturing machines serve for lubricating,
tempering, cleaning, transmitting force and energy, sealing and ﬁre
extinguishing with vulnerable devices. Each of the application
ﬁelds requires different behavior and properties of the ﬂuids in use.
Historically, ﬂuidic tasks have always been the reduction of
friction and wear by greasing the contact areas and the heat
exchange which always took place by free convection to the air,
wanted or unwanted. For the energy transmission the huge force
and power density of ﬂuidic devices and the very simple
ampliﬁcation of force is exploited. The development of electric
drives or actuators with increasing force and power density due to
new magnetic materials changed the competition between the
hydraulic and electric principle of action towards electricity.
Electrohydraulic servo drives for high performance applications as
for instance for sheet stripe feeding in stamping presses have been
common technologies in the 1990s and till then have nearly
completely been replaced by full electric drives. A similar trend
today can be detected for investment casting machines, where the
replacement of the hydraulic closing motion by an electric closing
mechanism is just going on. The electric drive is supported by a
mechanical link gear. The ﬂexibility beneﬁt of hydraulic presses
over mechanical presses is just in the state of being dissolved by
the introduction of servo presses, where a ﬂexibly controllable
electric drive acts via different possibilities of drive concepts on the
slide, enabling the machine to be controlled like a hydraulic
machine but still at higher expenses today.

The clearly visible trend of replacing hydraulic force transmissions by electric devices is a further ﬁeld by some detrimental effects
of the ﬂuid elements which makes engineers think of getting rid of
the hydraulic devices. These are environmental concerns, leakages
but most important the necessary maintenance of ﬂuids, hoses and
seals. In addition the transmission of electric energy has the
advantage over transmission of ﬂuidic energy that the energy
guiding part of the transmission is material and thus supports the
structure, which facilitates largely the application in energy chains.
The detrimental deformation of machine tools due to thermal
effects can be mitigated by intelligent compensation instead of
cooling with ﬂuids. Research here is ongoing.
In other tasks, ﬂuids resist stronger to electric replacement. The
Peltier-effect, possible replacement of ﬂuids for tempering and
cooling, is by far too inefﬁcient and removal of heat is still
necessary and will be done at least by free convection into the air
and the environment. Thus the task of heat removal will remain
with the ﬂuids and thus also the discussion of the effect of ﬂuids on
the above mentioned thermal displacements of the machine and
its components.
Supporting of moving machine elements by magnetic bearings is
still too expensive, which is the direct electric competitor to
hydrostatic and hydrodynamic bearings. Alternatives to avoid ﬂuid
elements might be dry contacts by rollers or sliding elements. Both
today need lubrication to survive economically and ecologically
feasible life times. New material developments might be capable in
future to permit dry contacts, today lubrication by ﬂuidic media
drastically increases the life time of contacting elements and thus is
indispensable. Research in this direction tries to reduce the amount
of ﬂuid by better delivery to the contacting point and to enhance the
effect of ﬂuids by engineered ﬂuidic systems, for instance nanoﬂuids
and combinations of dry lubricant with small amount of ﬂuids.
Investigations in gear lubrication with dry ﬁlm coatings have shown
that also without liquid lubrication the wear, the friction and the
running temperature can be reduced [47].
There is further a tendency to unify ﬂuids to reduce the number
of different circuits, to reduce sealing efforts and thus reduce total
cost of ownership (TCO), because ﬂuids affect maintenance and the
ﬂuid preparation systems require space and energy.
On the other hand, specialized, engineered ﬂuids are developed
to achieve just the required properties and optimize them to the
best. Also, special ﬂuids with new properties be released creating
new ﬂuid elements and new applications as for instance in the past
the MRFs and ERFs or the development and design to speciﬁcation
of nanoﬂuids.
The discussion on energy efﬁciency of machine tools revealed,
that the inefﬁciencies are mainly due to the media supply systems
and their utilization. Often those systems are over-dimensioned,
sometimes to meet extreme requirements, which take place only
during limited shares of the machine’s life time. Research on
supply systems that can adapt, also under the aspect of energy
efﬁciency, to the actual requirements is needed in future. Adaptive
ﬂuid supply is thus a great issue to be solved.
Suitability of ﬂuid supply needs the consideration of the
machine tool the ﬂuid, the ﬂuid elements and the ﬂuid supply as a
complex system. And not only the core elements of the machine
tool play a role, but also the covers and the integration into the job
shop environment. Disregarding this aspect is the most common
reason for unfavorable equipment of machines with those
auxiliary systems because they are merely treated as add-ons.
Layout tools today are missing respectable unsuitable, which
opens a big ﬁeld of research.
Fluidic systems will naturally be impacted by general trends in
production technology. The discussion on energy saving has
and has had a huge impact on the ﬂuidic systems as discussed
before. But also data integration, data analysis smartness, connection to business, industry 4.0 will change ﬂuidic systems. Already
in the past and today ﬂuidic systems are monitored as they
are maintenance-intensive parts of the machine. But predictive
maintenance still is underdeveloped and especially the computation
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of life expectance of the ﬂuid, the sealing and the supply system is
still an open research ﬁeld. In addition, the ﬂuid system connects
machine components and drag-out debris from one component to
the other. Thus, there is an interdependence between the life times
of different parts of the system, which is today not investigated.
There is no numerical optimization of ﬂuid ﬂow and the debris
freight and no systematic optimization of cleaning system. In
general numerical based optimization of ﬂuid elements are often
focus on one speciﬁc element without considering the surrounded
components. There is a clear research gap in the development of
meta models, which enables computing the behavior of the
entire machine tool equipped with ﬂuid elements with adequate
numerical effort.
The ﬂuid can also be used as diagnostic system for the machine
as the transported abraded debris out of the machine can serve as
source of information for the wear state of machine elements.
Summarizing, the ﬂuid systems remain an exciting research
ﬁeld and performance, efﬁciency and success of machine tools will
depend on the thorough understanding of ﬂuidic systems and their
interaction with the machine tool.
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